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Weekly Update 21°% April 2017

1 Important Dates
4+ ICBF Board Meeting — Friday 5™ May 2017 at 10:30, Killeshin Hotel, Portlaoise.

+ Sheep Board Meeting — Friday 5™ May 2017 at 14:30, Killeshin Hotel, Portlaoise.

2 Database
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Al Handheld Serves 2017 v 2016 4 The stats above are compiled with the assistance of
114,000 DAFM AIM systems.
112,000 - + BVD test results continue to be received at ICBF and
are being processed accordingly. There have been
a0 1,429,400 results received since January 1%, of which
108,000 - 67,997 have come in the last 7 days. Since the
beginning of the voluntary phase in 2012, 10,959,643
000 results have now been received.
| + The chart shows Inseminations recorded on Al
102,000 - Handhelds in 2017 compared with 2016.
2016 2017
3 Herd Plus®

4+ Allowing for unknown sires — approximately 40-50% of dairy calves were sired by Dairy Al
Sires. Click here for more details.

4+ Indurain (IDU) was a Charolais bull that was born on the 15" August 1993.
His semen was marketed by Dovea Al Centre. Code: IDU Click here for more
details.
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4 There are currently 70 marts throughout the country that are displaying Euro-Star and
EBI figures on their Mart Boards. Click here for further details.

4 The first calves from the Spring 2016 Gene Ireland beef bulls are currently being born
on farms. If you have any photos of Gene Ireland progeny that you would like to share

with us, please email them to query@icbf.com

4+ The latest HerdPlus Dairy Breeding charts have been generated and are now available
online. The HerdPlus team has just completed the process of posting almost 9,000

charts to customers. Click here for more details.

GENE IRELAND® Beef
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4+ Sign-ups are continuing for the GI beef programme.
4+ 256 herds
taking a total
of 3740
straws have LM4217 | Moondharrig Knell LM €175 5 470
joined so far. S14083 | Clonagh Frosty King SI €136 5 410
4 The average S12367 Barcr;attin Gizrge 2 Sl €126 5 390
order is 15 SA2366 arrentubber SA €122 5 270
straws per Pinocchio
ord P AA4086 | Marianhill L Pappa AA €114 5 380
' CH4082 Firoda Jason CH €112 5 470
+ Detailsonthe | go360 Dermotstown Si €105 5 450
bulls Gigantasaurus
available can | spappg | Stoneyroyd Haleyon | o, €101 5 95
be viewed on Matrix P
the ICBF CH4090 Jalabert CH €99 5 290
website BA2357 Terelton Isaac BA €94 5 325
’ CH2363 Dolland Jefferson CH €91 4 115
4 To learn more LJE Lislea Hermes BA €88 4 310
or to order PT2356 Macgowan Herd PT €81 4 300
straws please Juno
telephone PDR Dereskit Improver CH €76 4 435
023 8820452.
4+ Approximate total straws ordered to date for the bulls are detailed above.
GENE IRELAND® Dairy
4+ There are 578 Herds signed-up to date taking a total of DAIRY GEN€ IRELAND SIGN-UPS & ALLOCTAIONS
23,055 straws. 2017
+ Allocations are continuing and straws are being z
dispatched as semen becomes available. o
4+ Bull details and inbreeding reports are currently being o
sent to participants. ”
4 It is vital to record insemination details and use the 100
StraWS in the Current Season' ° Feb 10th Feb 17th Feb 24th Mar 3rd Mar 10th April 7th April 21st
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6 Tully

<+ The first progeny of 2017 were slaughtered recently and the data is now available on the ICBF website. It
consisted of 23 May/June born 2015 steers that had an average carcass weight of 380 kilos. They average
daily gain for the group during their test period was 1.5 kilos per head per day, with animals ranging from
1.1 to 2.08 kilos per head per day. The average kill-out for the group was 57.3% with kill-out ranging from
52.8% to 61.2%. Overall the animals graded extremely well with 16 of the animals being of U grade
conformation and the remaining 7 were R grade for conformation of which five animals were in the R+
grade category. Also, all animals hit the target specifications in relation to fat score.

The list of animals currently on test or starting test at Tully is also now available. Further animals will be
slaughtered over the coming weeks. All data on animals gone through or currently at Tully can be found
under the GEN€ IRELAND section of the ICBF website (www.icbf.com). You can access the GEN€E
IRELAND section by clicking on the “services” tab which is located at the top of the homepage.

7 Milk Recording

Total No. Total No. No.

Herds EDIY % Cows EDIY %
Milk Recording Organisation | Recorded Herds | Herds | Recorded Cows | Cows
YTD YTD EDIY YTD YTD EDIY

21/04/17 | 21/04/17 21/04/17 | 21/04/17

Munster 2,921 821 28% 247,562 78,798 32%
Progressive 1,649 575 35% 158,917 56,749 36%
Tipperary 68 26 38% 6,235 2,425 39%

YTD 2016 Cows | YTD 2017 Cows 2017 vs 2016

Milk Recording Organisation Recorded necorded Year on Year

01/01/16 - 01/01/17 - Difference (%)

21/04/16 21/04/17 ’
Munster 211,347 247,562 17.1%
Progressive 147,023 158,917 8.1%
Tipperary 4,098 6,235 >2.1%

8 Sheep Ireland

Sheep Industry Meeting Report

4 On Tuesday 11" April a Sheep Industry Meeting took place in Teagasc Athenry. The meeting was very
well attended by a wide cross section of the sheep industry. The main objective of the meeting was to
present plans for the continuation of genomic research for pedigree sheep breeders. In order for this
research to continue, genotyping of breeding stock entering pedigree breed societies must continue. The
breeds where we hope genomic evaluations can make a contribution are Texel, Charollais, Suffolk, Belclare,

Vendeen and Beltex.

Unfortunately at this moment in time, other sheep breeds in Ireland do not have sufficient performance
records to facilitate genomic evaluations.
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The main messages in relation to 2017 genotyping from the meeting were as follows;

e A genotyping service will be available to breeders in 2017.

e This genotyping is being carried out on a new SNP chip which has been sourced at the best possible
price of €16 (includes DNA extraction, chip cost, processing costs and postage costs). This price
does not include a DNA tag cost (€2) and does not factor in a tagger cost (€26 incl postage).

e This genotyping will be heavily subsidised for breeders that took part in OVIGEN in the past.
o Cost per female genotype - €3 (*plus €2 for a DNA tag)

o Cost per male genotype - €6 (*plus €2 for a DNA tag) *A DNA tag may not be required for
all animals as Sheep Ireland has the DNA of a large number of sheep in storage.

o High priority animals to be genotyped are:-

1. 2015 and 2016 females that have been selected as replacements in pedigree flocks that
previously took part in OVIGEN

2. Genotyping of stock rams and Al sires used in recent years that have not yet been
genotyped.

o Breeders will have the option to genotype 2017 born lambs. However Sheep Ireland must warn all
breeders that no guarantee can be given that parentage results will be available in advance of
premier sales.

e Scrapie — It is not yet 100% certain if scrapie results will be available from the new SNP chip that
we are now using. Scrapie was included on the SNP chip and we are now working on interpreting
the results. If this stage is successful, the next stage will be to validate the scrapie results against the
results of other recognised/approved scrapie testing laboratories. We will need to ensure that all
results correlate before any final decision on the accuracy of the SNP chip to provide Scrapie
genotypes can be made. This process will take a number of months.

o Genomic breeding values will be generated later this year and a period of testing will need to take

place. This process will likely involve circulating ‘test’ proofs to breeders for opinion and
feedback.

e Web screens to allow previous OVIGEN participants to select animals for genotyping (and DNA
tag ordering) are currently in the final stages of development and will be available to breeders in the
coming days — letters detailing the above information will be circulated in advance.

Other presentations from the meeting

+

Eamon Wall, Sheep Ireland began the meeting with a general update on the Sheep Ireland programme. The
key messages from this presentation were in relation to genetic linkage and the LambPlus ram sale. In
2018, €uro-Star evaluations will not be published for ‘unlinked’ flocks. This is a decision made by the
Board of Sheep Ireland. Unlinked flocks have been contacted by Sheep Ireland in the past and will be
contacted in 2017 again. These flocks will need to put plans in place for the 2017 mating season to link their
flock. The LambPlus sale will go ahead in 2017 on the 4™ Saturday in August. Among the entry criteria will
be a minimum requirement based on each flocks’ Data Quality Index (DQI). In 2016 a minimum DQI of
50% applied. In 2017 this will rise to 60%. Breeders will need to ensure that all required data is captured at
this point in the season to ensure they meet this requirement.

Michael Diskin of Teagasc presented a summary of the extensive sheep research programme currently in
progress within Teagasc and in association with industry partners. Discussion after this presentation centred
mainly on the hill lamb finishing trial which is ongoing in Athenry and results from this trial on feed
efficiency and meat eating quality.

Michael Gottstein detailed the currently Knowledge Transfer programme within Teagasc with a good
discussion afterwards on the factors contributing to the lack of industry progress on a key driver of
profitability on sheep farms, the number of lambs weaned per ewe mated. This figure (1.3) has remained
static in recent decades.

.‘l‘
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Thierry Pabiou then presented an update on genetic evaluation updates. The main updates to report are the
inclusion of a new health index in both the Terminal and Replacement Index. The inclusion of these traits
will not cause any noticeable animal re-ranking as they account for a small % of the overall indexes. In
2016 a large amount of carcase data from our CPT lambs was collected throughout the year and a summary
of this information was presented. Discussion afterwards explored the subject of Sheep Ireland collecting
routine carcase data from all Irish sheep plants into the future.

Noirin McHugh and Donagh Berry delivered thorough presentations on the results of genotyping to date and
where we need to go from here. Eamon Wall followed with a proposal for the continuation of genotyping
into 2017 and there was general agreement that this proposal was a good one when, Sean Fair, Chairman of
the meeting put the question to the room. Details of this proposal are as outlined above.

The day closed with a visit to the INZAC research flock which is being lead up by Fiona McGovern with
the help of Henry Walsh. Fiona gave an update on the progress of the trial and gave some early
performance results. A more thorough report on the visit is available from the IFJ by clicking here.
Another report is available on Agriland by clicking here.

Fiona McGovern delivering her Update on the INZAC research project to a captive audience

Sean Coughlan Chief Executive, ICBF & Sheep Ireland , Highfield House, Shinagh, Bandon Co. Cork., Phone: +353 238 820 222,

Email info@icbf.com, Registered Office: Irish Cattle Breeding Federation Society Ltd trading as "ICBF", Highfield House, Shinagh, Bandon,Co Cork.
Registered Dublin, Ireland. Registration Number 4914R, Industrial and Provident Societies Acts, 1893 to 1978. Web: www.icbf.com.

Registered Office: Sheep Database CLG trading as “Sheep Ireland”. Highfield House, Shinagh, Bandon, Co Cork. Registered Dublin, Ireland.
Registration Number 465004, Companies Acts 1963 to 2006. Web: www.sheep.ie.
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National Milk Recording Results for the 10 day period, 12-APR-2017 To 21-APR-2017

O No. Herds | No.Cows | AvgHerd Avg Milk |Average Fat| Average |Average F+P| Average
ICBF Recorded | Recorded Size kg/Cow % Protein % kg SCC*
Connaught 27 2,684 99 27.2 3.76 3.35 1.93 139
Leinster 127 13,721 108 27.9 3.83 3.42 2.02 140
Munster 507 44,503 88 28.1 3.85 3.40 2.03 134
Ulster 20 1,592 80 29.1 3.88 3.38 2.10 153
National Statistics 682 62,596 92 28.1 3.84 3.40 2.03 135
* Geometric Mean Herd SCC
SCC Distribution for the 10 day period, 12-APR-2017 To 21-APR-2017
Q No. Herds | No.Cows | AvgHerd | % of Herds | % of Herds | % of Herds | % of Herds | Average
ICBF Recorded | Recorded Size <=200 | 201-300 | 301-400 | >400 scc*
Connaught 27 2,684 99 74% 15% 4% 7% 139
Leinster 127 13,721 108 73% 13% 6% 7% 140
Munster 507 44,503 88 75% 18% 6% 2% 134
Ulster 20 1,592 80 75% 20% 5% 0% 153
National Statistics 682 62,596 92 74% 17% 6% 3% 135
* Geometric Mean Herd SCC
-
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% Herd Breakdown for the 10 day period, 12-APR-2017 To 21-APR-2017

€ No. Herds [ No.Cows | AvgHerd | Best20% | Best40% | Average | Worst40% | Worst 20%
ICBF Recorded | Recorded Size SCC SCC SCC** SCC SCC
Connaught 27 2,684 99 88 111 121 163 230
Leinster 127 13,721 108 83 110 137 163 245
Munster 507 44,503 88 78 111 132 159 218
Ulster 20 1,592 80 99 143 173 180 211

** percentile Herd SCC Rank (Median SCC)
a
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