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www.sheap.la
ICBF Weekly Update 17" May 2013

1 Important Dates

<+ Audit & Finance Sub-Committee Meeting—Thursday 11" July, 10:00 - 10:30, Maldron Hotel, Portlaoise.
+ ICBF Board Meeting — Thursday 11" July, 10:30 to 14:00, Maldron Hotel, Portlaoise.

«+ Sheep Ireland Board Meeting — Thursday 11" July, 14:00 to 16:30, Maldron Hotel, Portlaoise.

2 Sexed Semen Trial

The Sexed Semen trial enters a new phase after today, with the last dispatches of ‘Fresh Sexed Dairy Semen’
leaving Moorepark this evening. It has been a remarkable effort in a very difficult season to complete this phase of
the trial. All partners in the trial, including the farmers, have gone above and beyond what could be reasonably
expected, in order to achieve the project goals. For that we are very grateful. We look forward with interest as the
initial view of results become available in the coming weeks, and more complete indications of results become
available later in the year. Of course the final results will not be known until the cows calve down next Spring.

3 Database

Registrations 2013 v 2012 for W/E 17-May ICBF Database Registrations 2013 v 2012
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<+ The stats above are compiled with the assistance of DAFM AIM systems.
< In the Suckler scheme, the number of 2012 horn calves with meal introduced is 629,338 with the number of

animals weaned at 555,729.

+ BVD test results continue to be received at ICBF and are being processed accordingly. There have been
1,550,000 results received since January 1%, of which 74,000 have come in the last 7 days. Since the beginning
of the voluntary phase in 2012 2.04 million results have now been received.

=

The graph below shows Inseminations recorded on Al Handhelds in 2013 compared with 2012.

=

This week there were 558 weights received through the technician service and 1,489 weights recorded by
farmers. The graph shows the week and year to date totals.

Al Handheld Serves 2013 v 2012 Weighing Summary Week Ending 17/05/13
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4 HerdPlus®
4 Dairy farmers should now record inseminations and run the weekly fertility report.
+ A new lameness screen is now available under health events in the record events screen.
4+ Farmers can record any instances of lameness, the causes and the treatment administered in this
screen.
+« Suckler cow reports are currently being generated.
4+ These should be packed and posted along with the HerdPlus® journal and the animal events
recording notebook in the next few weeks.
+ Plans are in place to run a sexed semen project for suckler cows in the near future.
+ More information should become available over the next few weeks.
5 Sheep Ireland
4+ This week was a very busy week in terms of 2013 lamb performance data flowing into the database. From a
LambPlus point of view, breeders are continuing to submit lambing and weight data in large volumes. As we
have a large number of new breeders signed up for the first time this year, there is a little bit of extra work
involved in helping these breeders to familiarise themselves with using our website and data recording sheets —
for some it is a steep learning curve, but the rewards will hopefully be well worth the effort.
+ Regular reminders will be sent to all breeders from this point forward — texts were sent out this week. It is of

critical importance that breeders prioritise sending their information into our office in the coming days.
Ultrasound scanning has commenced and we will be unable to scan any flock if the 2013 lamb details have not
been recorded on our database.

Sheep Ireland AGM

+

On Thursday (16"™) our new Sheep Ireland Board travelled to our Bandon office for the AGM. This was a great
opportunity to show our new board members where the action happens every day. At every board meeting,
those present are given an in depth summary of activities since the last meeting. Board members highlight
topics that have been brought to their attention by breeders (LambPlus & non-LambPlus) and commercial
farmers alike.

Discussions on Thursday mainly centred around the following:

e Sheep Ireland ram search — Final testing of this facility is underway and we will be launching within the
coming days. It was agreed by all that this will be a fantastic facility for the entire industry.

e Flock Data Quality Index — A major focus for Sheep Ireland moving forward will be to increase the
emphasis on the quality of data being recorded by each breeder involved with LambPlus. We will assess
each breeders performance in terms of timeliness of data recording, completeness of data, flock linkage etc.
The hope is to reflect this performance in an Index which will be published in association with an animal’s
genetic evaluation.

e Progressing our plans to incorporate factory slaughter data into our evaluations. The role of EID tagging
and processing systems within individual abattoirs was discussed at length. The necessity for a webscreen
to allow breeders record slaughter data was deemed to be a priority and this will be progressed as soon as
possible.

e An update on our genetic evaluations was delivered by our sheep geneticist Thierry Pabiou. The main
points raised was the important of accuracy% and understanding what we can realistically achieve in terms
of accuracy for our recorded ram lambs at present. The clear message is that extremely high accuracies are
not possible at the present time with the amount of data currently being recorded. At present we can only
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Sheep Ireland
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expect high accuracy higher than 60% (Production) for very widely used rams, rams used in our CPT etc.
These kind of results should not be expected for ram lambs.

<+ Below is a slide presented to the Sheep Ireland board — displaying the breakdown of the Sheep Ireland genetic

evaluation model. Further information on this model can be found on our Sheep Ireland website (www.sheep.ie)
under ‘Reference Documents’.

vera = ht:
Economic Trait to Sub-index to
value Overall Sheep Trait to sub- Overall Sheep
LS V8 Objective trait Unit (€ / unit) Value index value
Days to slaughter per day 46% 84%
Seasonal premium 0.090
Production Feed cost savings 0.195 54.0%
Carcase conformation per grade 3.048 3% 5%
Carcase fat per score -4,201 6% 11%
Lambing difficulty : Singles per 1% moderate or worse -0.194 5% 21%
Multiples per 1% moderate or worse -0.105 2% 12% 21.6%
Lamb survival (direct) per lamb born 59.111 14% 67%
Number of lambs born per lamb born 33.128 12% 49%
Ewe mature weight kg 12% 51%
Maternal Annual ewe -0.765 24.4%
Replacement -1.926
Cull ewe 0.634

6 Milk Recording

National Milk Recording Statistics - Herds, Cows & EDIY 17/05/13
Total No.
Milk TS;%'O';'(‘;:QS No. EDIY Cows No. EDIY
Reco_rdin_g YTD Herds YTD Recorded | Cows YTD
Organisation 17/05/13 17/05/13 YTD 17/05/13
17/05/13
Munster 3,364 896 27% 255,629 72,930 29%
Progressive 2,195 816 37% 186,964 71,017 38%
Tipperary 94 27 29% 7,655 2,501 33%
Total 5,653 1,739 450,248 146,448

Recorded Cows by Milk Recording Organisation - Year on Year Comparison

. . YTD 2012 Cows YTD 2013 Cows
M(')'rkggr‘ficsgrt?(')gg Recorded 01/01/12 - | Recorded 01/01/13 -
17/05/12 17/05/13
Munster 253,972 255,629 0.6%
Progressive 182,332 186,964 2.5%
Tipperary 8,309 7,655 -8.5%
Total 444,613 450,248

Please see milk recording stats attached

Sean Coughlan Chief Executive, ICBF & Sheep Ireland , Highfield House, Shinagh, Bandon Co. Cork., Phone: +353 238 820 222, Mobile: +353 872903121,
Email scoughlan@icbf.com,

Registered Office: Irish Cattle Breeding Federation Society Ltd trading as "ICBF", Highfield House, Shinagh, Bandon,Co Cork. Registered Dublin, Ireland.
Registration Number 4914R, Industrial and Provident Societies Acts, 1893 to 1978. Web: www.icbf.com.

Registered Office: Sheep Database Ltd trading as “Sheep Ireland”. Highfield House, Shinagh, Bandon, Co Cork. Registered Dublin, Ireland. Registration
Number 465004, Companies Acts 1963 to 2006. Web: www.sheep.ie.
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National Milk Recording Results for the 10 day period, 08-MAY-2013 To 17-MAY-2013

@ No. Herds | No. Cows | AvgHerd Avg Milk |[Average Fat| Average Average Average
ICBF Recorded | Recorded Size kg/Cow % Protein % F+P kg Scc*
Connaught 12 587 49 26.6 3.83 3.27 1.89 183
Leinster 93 8,296 89 26.9 3.55 3.30 1.84 203
Munster 472 37,926 80 27.3 3.62 3.37 1.90 211
Ulster 30 2,253 75 26.8 3.62 3.18 1.82 235
National Statistics 607 49,062 81 27.2 3.61 3.35 1.89 210

* Geometric Mean Herd SCC

SCC Distribution for the 10 day period, 08-MAY-2013 To 17-MAY-2013

O No. Herds | No.Cows | AvgHerd | % of Herds | % of Herds | % of Herds | % of Herds | Average
ICBF Recorded | Recorded Size <=200 | 201-300 | 301-400 >400 scc*
Connaught 12 587 49 67% 17% 0% 17% 183
Leinster 93 8,296 89 51% 22% 12% 16% 203
Munster 472 37,926 80 45% 28% 13% 14% 211
Ulster 30 2,253 75 40% 23% 17% 20% 235
National Statistics 607 49,062 81 46% 27% 13% 14% 210
* Geometric Mean Herd SCC
( o . H Connaught H Leinster
ICBF Breakdown of SCC by Province
H Munster i Ulster
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%
% of Herds <=200 % of Herds 201 - 300 % of Herds 301 - 400 % of Herds >400
N\ J

% Herd Breakdown for the 10 day period, 08-MAY-2013 To 17-MAY-2013

&) No. Herds | No.Cows | AvgHerd | Best20% | Best40% | Average | Worst40% | Worst 20%

ICBF Recorded | Recorded Size scc ScC SCC** Scc SCC

Connaught 12 587 49 100 142 161 186 236

Leinster 93 8,296 89 131 161 199 240 327

Munster 472 37,926 80 126 181 214 243 351

Ulster 30 2,253 75 147 195 228 285 366

National Statistics 607 49,062 81 129 179 213 242 351

** percentile Herd SCC Rank (Median SCC)
[ & )
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