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Increasing Herd €uro-Stars => more 
calves/cow/year and less GHG/LU 

Based on 24k herds 

in BGDP in 2014 

Scheme was sold on 

the basis of climate 

change benefits 



2015 – 2020; Initial genetic gain worth 
~€1000/herd or ~€10/cow/year. 

2015 – 2030; Overall genetic gain worth 
~€10,000 herd or ~€30/cow/year. 

Rationale. Past focus on terminal traits (blue), resulting in decline in maternal traits (purple) = no 
genetic gain in overall replacement index (green). Goal of scheme is to reverse trend in maternal 
traits, reduce emphasis on terminal traits and increase overall sustainability of Irish suckler herd. 
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As per the Suckler Scheme and last 

years Beef Data Programme 
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As per last years Beef Data Programme 
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Last year a 20 cow herd would have genotyped 4 

animals, under this scheme a 20 cow herd will 

genotype 12 animals 
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Without genomics; you would 

have sold this heifer 

Without genomics; you 

would have kept this heifer 
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in the period to 30
th

 June 2020, it must be replaced by a 

bull of equivalent genetic merit. 

compliance with animal health and movement legislation  

must have cleared a premovement test for TB and BVD.  

About 75% of 2014 BGS Herds have a compliant bull – 

75% of pedigree registered males in 2014 qualify 
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*Based on steers slaughtered in 2014 in 

Slaney Meats from 1, 2, 3 ,4 & 5 star sires. 
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Provision for  purchasing non-genotyped heifers purchased by farmer

e.g. a farmer with 20 calved suckler cows in 2014 must have 10 females meeting these 

criteria by 31
st
 October 2020 

About 50% of 2014 BGS Herds would currently meet the 2018 

Requirement, about 30% would meet the 2019 requirement. 

(With a replacement rate of 15%, a herd will be normally replacing 

18 of 20 cows in the scheme period.) 



Latest Results – Grange Maternal* 

  High Replacement 

Index 

Low Replacement 

Index 

Age at 1st calving (days) 752 769 

Gestation Length (days) 283 290 

Calving (date) 16 March 29 March 

Cow weight at calving (kg) 511 522 

Weaning weight (kg) 261 255 

• * Based on female indexes taken from Autumn 2012.  

• 4 & 5 star animals are delivering; more milk, 

improved fertility & better calves.  



DAFM covers the cost of the advisor 

Data will be submitted via survey forms and cover areas such as (1) 

grazing season length, (2) fertiliser use, and (3) slurry spreading





Effectively €95 for the first 10 cows, 

€80/cow thereafter. 



17 


