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The Dairy-Beef Cycle

Bull focussed — meet market demands Calf priority — beef merit

Bull ﬁ;%%
Breeder s b

iy

Cow priority — calving merit

Heavier Calving Difficulty & Carcass Merit
Carcass

N
‘ ) Dairy

"f Farmer

Lighter
Carcass

Easier Calving Harder Calving
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Dairy Beef Index

BREEDING HIGH QUALITY BEEF
CATTLE FROM THE DAIRY HERD
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Commercial
Beef Value

Rank Sires

Rank Matings
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Dairy Beef Index

Beef Value
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The Dairy Beef Index

DBI = Calving Merit + Beef Merit

. Dystocia * Feed intake

« Gestation *  Docility

_ . Stillbirth e Carcass weight

Value of Beef

Sub-Index Dairy Beef Index

Sub-Index

senresr M  Carcass conformation

e (Carcass fat

» Carcass spec penalty
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A breeding index to rank beef bulls for use on dairy

i benefit ti
females to maximize profit Observed progeny performance validates the it of mating

genetically elite beef sires to dairy females

D. P. Berry,™ P. R. Amer,” R. D. Evans,® T. Byrne,> A, R. Cromie,* and F. Hely? : oo
Teagasc, Animal and Grassland Research and Innovation Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy P61 P302, Co. Cork, Ireland D.P. Berry *0andS. C. ng

“AbacuBio Ltd., Dunedin 9016, New Zealand 'Teagasc, Animal & Grassland Research and Innovation Centre, Moorepark, Fermoy P61 P302, Co. Cork, Ireland
*Irish Cattle Breeding Federation, Highfield House, Shinagh, Bandon P72 X050, Co. Cork, Ireland “Irish Cattle Breeding Federation, Highfield House, Shinagh, Bandon P72 X050, Co. Cork, Ireland
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Dairy Beef Index Objective: Move the Cloud
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airy eef ndex

EEEEEEE G HIGH QUALITY BEEF
CATTLE FROM THE DAIRY HERD
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Rank Matings

Commercial
Beef Value
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Females to mate to dairy bulls | Females to mate to beef bulls Females to cull (not mate)
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Tailored Mating Advice

Females to mate to beef bulls
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Females to mate to beef bulls

Yy

Dairy Beef Index

S—
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Index
calculated

283 d gestation
2% dystocia
295 kg carcass
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Tailored Mating Advice

AgTech - it's in our DNA



Commercial
Beef Value

Rank Progeny
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Commercial Beef Value

How can | tell
the good from
the bad?

Value of Beef

— Sub-Index
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Summary

S\

Calf priority — beef merit

Bull focussed — meet market demands

Commercial

Bull &% % R Beef Value
Breeder oy

Cow priority — calving merit
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Dairy Beef Index

BREEDING HIGH QUALITY BEEF
CATTLE FROM THE DAIRY HERD
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Challenges and Next Steps

NATURAL SERVICE SIRES
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Our Farmer & Government Represen’ra’rlon
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