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The Irish Dairy Industry
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The Dairy-Beef Cycle
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The Dairy Beef Index

DBI = Calving Merit + Beef Merit
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• Dystocia

• Gestation

• Stillbirth

• Feed intake

• Docility 

• Carcass weight

• Carcass conformation

• Carcass fat

• Carcass spec penalty

• Polled
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Dairy Beef Index Objective: Move the Cloud
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Tailored Mating Advice
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Females to mate to beef bulls Females to cull (not mate)Females to mate to dairy bulls
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Tailored Mating Advice
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Females to mate to beef bulls Females to cull (not mate)Females to mate to dairy bulls

Beef Bulls Chosen
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Tailored Mating Advice

Females to mate to beef bulls

Beef bulls chosen Index 
calculated

283 d gestation
2% dystocia
295 kg carcass
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Tailored Mating Advice
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Commercial Beef Value
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How can I tell 

the good from 

the bad?

DNA 
Verified
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Summary
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Bull focussed – meet market demands
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Challenges and Next Steps
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Acknowledging Our Members  

Our Farmer & Government Representation

Our AI & Milk Recording Organisations 

Our Herdbooks 


