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Commercial Beef Value (CBV)
Background

• Significant number of 
rearing herds in Ireland 
(approx. 23k)
• Non-breeding (drystock) 

beef herds

• Purchasing animals to take 
through to slaughter or sell 
on live.
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Commercial Beef Value (CBV)
Background

How can I tell the 
good from the 

bad?!?!

I have 0% JE and my 
daddy is a high 

carcass merit HE bull.

I’m 25% JE and my 
daddy is a low 

carcass merit AA bull.

Farmers need a tool which gives them an insight 

into the genetic merit of an animal to help them 

make more informed purchasing decisions

€87


-€20

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Commercial Beef Value (CBV)
What is it?

• Terminal Index less the calving traits (calving diff, gestation and mortality).

• Carcass weight, conf and fat, feed intake and docility.
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Commercial Beef Value (CBV)
How will it be displayed?

• Online profile displaying CBV € value, stars and trait values.
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Commercial Beef Value (CBV)
What animals will receive it?

Commercial suckler males and 
uncalved females

Dairy males Dairy x beef males and uncalved
females

• The following will not have a CBV available:
• Pedigree beef males and females

• Dairy females

• Calved females
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Commercial Beef Value (CBV)
Where will it be visible?

• Online profile for HerdPlus herds.
• Plan to roll out to mart boards >>> 2022
• Report to be developed for HerdPlus herds.
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Commercial Beef Value (CBV)
Validation Work

• Analysis of 40k steers slaughtered in Nov 2021

• Nov 2021 evaluation (carcass data not included in evaluations).

• Important questions:

• What is the distribution of the CBV?

• How well does it predict future performance?

• Does it work across all animal types e.g. suckler, dairy x beef, etc.
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Commercial Beef Value (CBV)
Distribution of CBV’s within 40k steers
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Commercial Beef Value (CBV)
Are higher CBV generating higher value carcasses?

Suckler Animals
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Commercial Beef Value (CBV)
Are higher CBV generating higher value carcasses?

Dairy x Beef Animals
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Commercial Beef Value (CBV)
Are higher CBV generating higher value carcasses?

Dairy x Dairy Animals
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Commercial Beef Value (CBV)
Rollout
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Commercial Beef Value (CBV)
Summary

• CBV has the potential to be a vital tool for drystock farmers.

• High CBV animals exhibit higher performance >>> higher value carcasses.

• Equally effective across all breed types =>> suckler, dairy x beef, dairy

• Increase the onus on dairy farmers to use “better quality” beef sires.

• Accurate parentage recording will be critical.

• Rollout to marts in 2022 will be the next step.
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