
Cattle Weighing 
Equipment 
Rental

To book  weighing equipment  or manage a booking,  go to 
www.weighing.ie



Weighing Equipment 
Rental
�is is a step by step guide on how to weight record your suckler 
cows and calves using the rental weighing equipment.

 When is the optimum time to weigh a suckler calf
Between 150-250 days of age (5-8 months) is the optimum time to weigh a suckler calf. Each 
calf and its dam must be weighed on the same day. 

Table 1. details the optimum date ranges to weigh calves born throughout the year

Calves born between Recommended weighing period

1st July – 30th September 1st January – 31st March

1st October – 31st December 1st March – 30th June

1st January – 31st March 1st June – 30th August

1st April – 30th June 1st September – 31st October

Setting up the weighing equipment
�e weighing equipment (figure 1) consists of:

• 1 x stainless steel platform. Length 2.2m (7ft 3in), width 0.64m (2ft 1in).
• 2 x load cells attached to either end of the platform.
• 1 x Trutest indicator unit.

N.B. �e platform weighs 47kg with load bars attached.
It should be lifted by a minimum of 2 people.
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Figure 1.  Equipment available through the rental network. �e load bars will be 
attached to the platform.

Placing the platform in the crush
�e platform should be placed at the front of the cattle crush. Ensure that the ground 
is solid and level underneath. �e cables should be tucked underneath the platform to 
prevent animals walking on them or getting their legs tangled in them. �e indicator 
should be placed somewhere that it will not be damaged by stock (see figures 2 & 3).

 

Using the indicator
�e indicator is very easy to use. Simply press the power button 
to switch on/off. �e display should automatically read ‘0.0’. If it 
doesn’t, press the ‘zero’ button to zero the clock. �e record function 
cannot be used where equipment is rented, as your animals’ tag 
numbers will not be stored in the indicator. See figure 4 which 
details the indicator layout and functionality.

Ensuring accuracy of equipment
It is good practice to place a test weight on the platform before you start weighing. �is could be a bag of 
fertiliser, meal or even standing on the platform yourself. Place weight at one end of the platform and 
read the weight. �en place the weight at opposite end of platform and read again. �ere should be no 
more than 1kg difference between both ends.

N.B. If the test weight is out from what you expected, or 
there is a discrepancy of more than 1kg between both 
ends of the platform, please contact the rental depot.

Figure 2.  Weighing platform placed correctly at the top  
of a cattle crush.

Figure 3.  Indicator in a safe position and excess cable from load bars underneath 
platform.

Figure 4.  Trutest Eziweigh 7 indicator functionality.
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Safely weighing your animals
To ensure animals are weighed successfully and safely, please ensure that the correct facilities are used. 
A cattle crush of suitable robustness should be used (see figure 5). For information videos on how 
to weigh animals, please go to www.icbf.com. Table 2 details some important ‘Do’s and Don’ts’ when 
weighing animals.

Table 2. Important ‘Do’s and Don’ts’ when weighing animals

Do’s and Don’ts when weighing animals
Do Don’t

Use a cattle crush of suitable robustness. Lift the weighing platform on your own.

Use a test weight to ensure that the equipment  
is weighing correctly.

Place the platform on an uneven surface for 
weighing.

Weigh animals if equipment is faulty.

Try to ensure that animals remain calm throughout 
the process.

Weigh more than one animal at a time on the 
platform.

Keep cables and indicator away from livestock to 
avoid damage.

Lock animals’ heads in a sculling gate while 
weighing.

Wet the platform before weighing animals. �is will 
make it much easier to clean afterwards.

Use a rump bar/anti-backing gate that animals can 
rest their rumps on.

Wash the platform immediately after finishing 
weighing. Allowing dirt to dry on will make it much 
more difficult to clean.

Return a platform/equipment without washing 
it. If equipment is returned in an unsatisfactory 
condition, your animals’ weights may not be 
accepted.

Disinfect the platform after washing. Return a platform without disinfecting it. 

Figure 5. Calf being weighed in a suitable crush.
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4. How to submit weights to ICBF

You have a number of options when it comes to submitting weights to ICBF:

• ICBF website – You can record weights through a desktop/
laptop computer through www.icbf.com. 

• ICBF Weight Recording App – ICBF has launched a new weight 
recording app for Android and Apple phones (see figures 6 & 7). 
�is is free to download. Once downloaded you can access your 
animals by entering your ICBF username and password.

• Farm Software – Weights recorded through a farm software 
package/app will be accepted. It is your responsibility to ensure 
that the weights transfer from the software provider to the ICBF 
database.

• Paper Forms – Where recording weights online through a 
computer or app is not an option, you can submit weights 
through paper forms (see figure 8). �ese can be posted to you 
on request. You can request paper forms by calling ICBF on 023-
8832883. Alternatively, you can login to the ICBF website and 
print off forms. 

Figure 8. Weights can be submitted via paper recording forms. You can request forms by contacting ICBF.

Figures 6 & 7. �e ICBF Weight 
Recording App. It is available to 
download for Android and Apple 
phones.
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Returning the equipment
You should return the equipment in the same condition that you would expect to receive it in. All 
equipment should be washed, and the platform should be disinfected. If the equipment has been damaged 
in any way, please inform the person in the depot when you return it.

N.B. Returning equipment dirty, failing to notify the depot of damage to equipment and /or non-
payment of rental fee may result in your animals’ weights not being accepted for DAFM schemes as 
per the Terms and Conditions.

Terms and Conditions for Hire of Equipment
1.  Interpretation
In these Conditions the following terms shall have the 
following meanings:
1.1  Contract: the contract between the Supplier and the 

Hirer for the hire of Equipment.
1.2  Equipment: all apparatus or equipment which the 

Supplier agrees to hire to the Hirer, being apparatus or 
equipment involved in the weighing of livestock and 
the property of ICBF.

1.3  Hire Period: the period of hire set out in clause 3.2.
1.4  Hirer: the person who takes the Equipment on hire.
1.5  Price: €50 per day.
1.6  Supplier: the party from whom the Hirer hires the 

Equipment (e.g. the relevant co-op, mart, etc.)

2.   Application of Terms
2.1  �ese Conditions apply to all hiring of Equipment 

and any variation to these Conditions and any 
representations about the hiring or the Equipment 
shall have no effect unless expressly agreed in writing 
and signed by the Supplier. 

2.2  Acceptance of the Equipment by the Hirer implies 
acceptance of these Conditions but no Contract 
shall arise until an acknowledgement is issued by 
the Supplier or (if earlier) the Supplier supplies the 
Equipment to the Hirer whereupon a Contract shall 
arise.

3.  Price, Payment Terms, Additional Charges and 
Hire Period

3.1  �e Hirer shall pay the Supplier the relevant Price for 
the hire of the Equipment on or prior to the supply of 
the Equipment to the Hirer.

3.2  �e Hire Period shall be the period agreed between 
the Supplier and the Hirer unless the Contract 
is terminated earlier in accordance with these 
Conditions.

3.3  If the Hire Period is not extended by agreement of 
the parties and the Equipment is not returned to the 
Supplier by the end of the Hire Period, the Hirer shall 
be charged the Price for each day (or part of day) when 
the Equipment is not returned.

4.  Delivery, Acceptance and Title
4.1  �e Hirer represents that it has the requisite 

knowledge and experience to operate the Equipment 
and to assess the Equipment’s fitness for use.  
Acceptance of the Equipment by the Hirer implies that 

the Hirer acknowledges that the Equipment is in good 
order and clean.

4.2  �e Equipment shall at all times remain the property 
of  ICBF and the Hirer shall have no right, title or 
interest in or to the Equipment save for the right to 
use the Equipment subject to these Conditions.

4.3  �e risk of loss, theft damage or destruction of the 
Equipment shall pass to the Hirer upon collection of 
the Equipment by the Hirer.  �e Equipment shall 
remain at the sole risk of the Hirer during any period 
during which the Equipment is in the possession, 
custody or control of the Hirer until the Equipment is 
returned to the Supplier.

5.  Hirer’s Obligations
�e Hirer shall:
5.1  at its expense and at all times during the Hire Period 

keep and maintain the Equipment in good and 
substantial repair and condition in order to keep it 
in as good an operating condition as it was on the 
commencement date of the Contract;

5.2  use the Equipment only for the purposes for which 
it was designed and operate it in accordance with the 
instructions for use;

5.3  comply with all laws, regulations, rules or otherwise 
relating to the possession, use, storage and transport 
of the Equipment;

5.4  notify the Supplier immediately if the Equipment is 
lost, stolen or damaged;

5.5  not perform or allow any person to perform any work 
on or make modifications, changes, alterations or 
repairs to the Equipment, nor to remove any part of 
the Equipment;

5.6  return the Equipment to the Supplier properly cleaned 
to the satisfaction of the Supplier with the platform 
and beams cleaned by power washer and disinfected 
using disinfectant approved by the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine.  In the event that 
the Supplier determines that the Equipment is not 
cleaned to its satisfaction, the Supplier may require the 
Hirer to remove the Equipment and have it cleaned 
before it is returned with the Hirer being liable for 
any additional costs incurred plus the Price for the 
additional period.

6.   Liability and Equipment Breakdown
6.1  In the event that the Equipment experiences a 

breakdown due to any fault of the Supplier the 
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Data Protection Notice
To discharge its functions under the contract and provide the Equipment the Supplier may collect certain 
types of information relating to the Hirer. To the extent that this information identifies, or is capable 
of identifying, an individual it constitutes “personal data”. Please take note of the following categories 
of personal data which the Supplier may, from time to time, have cause to collect from the Hirer: name, 
physical address, business address, telephone number, email address, credit/debit card details, date of birth, 
government issued identification. 

�e Supplier may share the Hirer’s personal data with selected third-party recipients, including ICBF, where 
required to discharge its functions under the contract and provide the Equipment. 

In addition, the Supplier may disclose the Hirer’s personal data where compelled to do so by a court of law, 
to co-operate with law enforcement agencies or where acting in good faith it forms the view that not to so 
disclose would expose the Supplier to liability.

Supplier’s liability shall be limited to the cost of repair 
including parts and labour to return the Equipment to 
full working order.

6.2  �e Supplier’s total liability in contract, tort 
(including negligence or breach of statutory duty), 
misrepresentation, restitution or otherwise arising 
in connection with the performance or contemplated 
performance of the Contract, including as a result of 
any breach by the Supplier of these Conditions or any 
use made by the Hirer of the Equipment, shall in no 
circumstances exceed the cost of fulfilling its obligation 
under Condition 6.1.

7.   Termination
7.1  �e Supplier may terminate this Contract at any time 

by notice to the Hirer without refund or liability to the 
Hirer if the Hirer fails to pay the Price when payment 
is due or otherwise breaches these Conditions.

7.2  �e Supplier may terminate the Contract at any time 
without reason by notice to the Hirer and in such 
circumstances shall refund a proportionate part of any 
payment of the Price received in advance.

7.3  Upon termination:
 7.3.1  �e Supplier’s consent to the Hirer’s possession 

of the Equipment shall terminate and the 
Supplier may by its authorised representatives 
without notice retake possession of the 
Equipment. �e Hirer hereby grants an 
irrevocable right and licence to the Supplier 
and ICBF together with any of their servants, 
sub-contractors and agents, to enter with or 
without vehicles on all or any premises under 
the possession, ownership or control of the Hirer 
on which the Equipment may be situated for the 
purpose of repossessing the said Equipment and 
where such right is exercised it shall in no way act 
to revoke any continuing or residual obligations 
the Hirer may have under this Contract; and

 7.3.2   the Hirer shall pay the Supplier on demand (i) 

 all payments and other amounts due but unpaid and 
(ii) any costs and expenses incurred by the Supplier in 
recovering the Equipment and/or collecting any sums 
due under the Contract.

8.   Indemnity and Insurance
8.1  In consideration for the Supplier agreeing to hire the 

Equipment to the Hirer, the Hirer agrees to indemnify 
and keep indemnified the Supplier and ICBF and 
any of their officers, employees, contractors, sub-
contractors and agents (all together the “Indemnitees” 
and each an Indemnitee”) from and against all 
proceedings, actions, costs, charges, claims, expenses, 
damages, liability, losses and demands whatsoever and 
howsoever arising as a result of the Hirer hiring the 
Equipment or that the Indemnitees, or any of them, 
may suffer or incur as a result of (i) any act, neglect, 
default or omission of the Hirer, (ii) any breach by the 
Hirer of the Contract or these Conditions, or otherwise 
howsoever, including, without limitation, as a result of 
any damage or injury caused to any property, animal or 
person.

8.2  During the Hire Period and for such time as the 
Equipment is at the risk of the Hirer and/or in his/
her possession, custody or control the Hirer shall at its 
own expense maintain insurance of a type (to include 
both employer’s liability and public liability insurance) 
and to a level satisfactory to the Supplier in all respects 
and shall provide evidence of such insurance to the 
Supplier upon request.

9. General
9.1  If any of these Conditions is found by a court of 

competent jurisdiction or other competent authority 
to be invalid, unlawful or unenforceable, then such 
Condition (or part thereof) shall be severed from the 
remainder of these Conditions which will continue to 
be valid and enforceable to the fullest extent permitted 
by law.






