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UPDATE – for period 12th to 18th March 2005  

1 Cattle Breeding – Important Dates 
 10:00 – 17:00 Saturday 19th March, at the Punchestown Event Centre, Naas, Co. Kildare.  National 

Spring Fair.  ICBF and its member organisations will have a stand at this event featuring: the database, 
electronic DIY milk recording, recent enhancements to the EBI and progeny testing.  This promises to be 
a day where dairy farmers interested in cattle breeding can obtain the latest information on all aspects of 
breeding. 

 14:00 Tuesday 22nd March, Dublin.  Launch of National Cattle Breeding Centre. 

 10:30 – 13:00 and 14:00 – 16:00, The Montague Hotel, Emo, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.  Herd Book 
Operations Review, Beef Technical Meeting and Meeting of Numerically Small Herd Books.  

 10:30 – 13:00 Wednesday 30th March, Great Southern Hotel, Cork Airport.  Audit & Finance Sub-
Committee. 

 10:30 – 13:00 Thursday 31st March, Heritage Hotel, Port Laois.  ICBF Board meeting. 

 5th May.  ICBF Annual General Meeting. 

2 Database Update 
 

• 448 New Herds added to the database 
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Year-To-Date Animal Events 2005 v 2004
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• Attached is an example of the modified EBI report.  The report now includes information for the four 
sub-indexes – milk, fertility, calving and beef.  This report includes averages and detailed information 
for both the milking cows and young stock.  The covering letter gives instructions to farmers who wish 
to access their EBI report over the internet.   

• Comment from the staff in the 
Animal Events office: "The 
numbers of AE Sheets coming in is 
staying high, though the Missing 
sire reports and dry off sheets have 
reduce to almost nil.  We are still 
getting jumbo assignment sheets for 
processing and we are also still 
very busy with new herd permission 
forms." 

•  4,161 Teagasc ICBF permission 
forms have now been returned by 
Teagasc clients.  The Teagasc Beef 
Client forms are coming back at the 
rate of 50-75 per day.  The total 
number of Teagasc Beef herds 
signed up is now some 950.  This is 
great progress. 

• Work on the latest EBI reports has 
been finished.  The reports will be 
available on-line from Monday.  
The printing and distribution has 
begun today and will take until the 
end of next week to complete.   
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• The rollout of the AI handhelds is moving more slowly than anticipated - the number of herds returning 
authorization forms after being contacted by phone has been much slower than expected.  These forms 
are essential as they give DAF the farmer’s permission for animal data to be copied to the ICBF 
database.   

• Work on generating complete statistics from the database for 2004 is on-going.  This work will be 
finished at the end of March. 

• The full integration of SMS text messaging to the database is continuing.  The basic infrastructure is 
now in place and is being tested.  The ability to receive insemination data from farmers using text 
messaging is being tested.  The functionality will be available for demonstration at the Spring Fair in 
Punchestown on March 19th. 

• The development work to get all herdbooks available on-line is on-going and will be finished next week. 
 

3  Beef Linear Scoring & Weight Recording 

Beef Linear Scoring & Weight Recording
Weekly Progress 
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4 Tully  
• A review of the March Tully Bull Sale will be presented at the Beef Technical meeting on 19th April in 

the Montague Hotel Emo, Portlaoise. 

• Inspections for the May intake will start on 23rd March.  Health testing will take place on 11th April and 
the entry date to Tully will be from 3rd May 2005. 

• Preparations are under way for the next Sale in Tully on 30th May 2005.  There will be 97 bulls offered 
for Sale. 

• On 18th April a group of 20 Beef farmers from Antrim will visit Tully. 
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5 Milk Recording 

Milk Recording 
Organisation 

2005                 
Herds Recorded Week 

Ending - 18/03/05 

2004               
Herds Recorded 
Week Ending - 

19/03/04 

Progressive  369 270 

Dairygold 187 144 

SWS 165 160 

Kerry 145 232 

Connacht 13 20 

Tipperary 13 48 

Arrabawn 8 18 

Total 900 892 
 
 
Brian Wickham Chief Executive Irish Cattle Breeding Federation Soc. Ltd, Highfield House, Shinagh, Bandon, Co. Cork, Ireland, 
Phone office +353 (0)23 20222, mobile +353 (0)86 826 9911 Fax office +353 (0)23 20229 E-Mail bwickham@icbf.com ICBF Web 
site www.icbf.com Assistant: Mary Madden.  © Irish Cattle Breeding Federation Society Limited 2005.  
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Dear Herdowner                                                                                                                      16th March 2005

Enclosed are:

      1. Herd EBI Reports
      2. Details of how to access reports via the web

Please take time to study each of these, as they will greatly assist you in identifying the most profitable cows (and bulls) for 
breeding dairy herd replacements (or culling cows).

Herd EBI Reports. These contain information on the Economic Breeding Index (EBI) for Holstein Friesian females in your 
herd. The EBI is an indication of the expected profit/lactation from progeny of each female and contains information on 
milk production (52% weighting), fertility/survival (35% weighting), calving difficulty & gestation (8% weighting) and carcass 
(5% weighting) traits. It reflects the animals ancestry (e.g. sire, dam, maternal grand sire) and includes information on the 
animals own performance (provided the cow is calved and in milk recording). Where the animal is not in milk recording 
(e.g. young-stock), the EBI is just based on ancestry information.

Your cattle breeding reports can now be viewed either through your milk recording or herdbook websites, or through the 
ICBF website at www.icbf.com (and click the 'Online Reports' image)
Your username is:

Your password is:

I hope these reports will be of value to you in your decision making over the coming months. If you have any questions or 
comments, please call the Animal Events Helpline at 1850-625-626 or email  query@icbf.com

Yours sincerely,

Brian Wickham
Chief Executive, Irish Cattle Breeding Federation

These reports are provided as part of the service from your milk recording, AI and herdbook organizations including; Arrabawn Co-op, Connacht Gold 
Co-op, Dairygold AI & Farm Services, South Eastern Cattle Breeding Society, Irish Holstein Friesian Association, Kerry 
Agri Business, Progressive Genetics, South Western Services and Tipperary Co-op.

1/16

IE1234567



Group Num of Cows M Kg
F Kg F%
P Kg P %

Surv%
CI Days

Herd Owner:
Herd Number:

  Economic Breeding Index (EBI)
Herd Summary Report - Mar 2005

IE1234567
A N OTHER

1. Active Cows in Milk Recording

1. Active Cows in Milk Recording

2. Dairy Youngstock

Your Herd
National Average

Your Herd
National Average

3. Herd Performance

Btm 10% Achievable Top 10%

40

54
30

8 34

2. Dairy Youngstock

4510

Average EBI for all Holstein Friesian cows with; (i) a known sire (or milk recorded progeny with a known sire), (ii) valid lactation record            
(between 1 and 5) and (iii) are currently on your farm.

Herd figures are expressed relative to all herds in milk recording, where the herd has a minimum of 30 animals with a valid EBI record.

21

Average EBI for all Holstein Friesian youngstock with a known sire and are currently on your farm. Please note that this summary may be 
incomplete due to young-stock not  yet (or just recently) registered.
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EBI €
EBI Rel (%)
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How does your herd rank on EBI value ?
The Economic Breeding Index is the most accurate way of establishing expected profit from your herd from 
breeding.

Table 1 will indicate where your herd ranks in EBI value relative to all herds in milk recording (this is based 
on some 6006 herds with >30 cows in milk recording).

Top 1% Top 5% Top 10% Top 25% Ave. Btm 25% Btm 10% Btm 5% Btm 1%

If your herd has an overall EBI value of 34 euro (or greater), then your herd is in the top 10% of herds in the 
country. If your herd EBI is 8 euro ( or less), then you are in the bottom 10%.

How can I increase the EBI of my herd and hence increase profit from breeding.
1. Identify the highest EBI cows in your herd from your EBI report.
2. Mate these cows to bulls from the "Active Bull List".
3. Where possible cull/sell surplus cows on the basis of EBI.

This will ensure that the profit generated from your dairy herd is increased in the future.

Top Cows on EBI value
The ranking of cows on EBI value is given in Table 2. If you have a cow with an EBI value of 63 euro (or 
greater), then she is ranked in the top 5% of all cows in the National milk recording population (based on 
370,691 animals in milk recording and with an EBI value.

Top 1% Top 5% Top 10% Top 25% Ave. Btm 25% Btm 10% Btm 5% Btm 1%

Table 1.

Table 2.

4/16

€45 €38 €34 €28 €21 €14 €8 €4 €-4

€79 €55 €40 €23 €5 €-11 €-21 €-40€63

Ranking of Herds on EBI value

Ranking of Animals on EBI value
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Economic Breeding Index (EBI) 
            Animal Report

Herd Owner: 

Herd No:

Cow ID

Name

Breed

Sire ID

Dam FB

MG Sire ID

Sire Name

Dam Tag/HB No.

MG Sire Name

C. Date

Age

Lact.

M Kg

F Kg F %

P Kg P %

Surv%

   CI
(Days)

Rel.
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Sire EBI

Dam EBI

MGS EBI Herd Rk.
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