
Irish Cattle Breeding Federation Society Limited (ICBF)  
Weekly Update 16th March 2007 

Page 1 of 3 
 

UUPPDDAATTEE  ––  ffoorr  ppeerriioodd  1100tthh  ––  1166tthh  MMaarrcchh  22000077  

1 Important Dates   
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sns and representatives of Tully Bull Owners 12th March 
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beef cattle breeding in Ireland continues to make good progress. 
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 now been recorded on the AI handhelds. Dairygold have moved their 
w server.  PG, Dovea, and Eurogene will move over next week. 

een issued this week to HerdPlus clients. 

program is on-going.  400 herds have now run the Sire Advice programme.  
e next week which will allow farmers to enter a different set of bulls for the 

n Group application is getting good use and feedback continues to be 

se of work in the completion of the Herdbook front end.  We will begin 
wards the end of next week on planning the roll-out of the application. 
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5 International Beef Evaluations 

Interbull workshop dedicated to international beef evaluation – Paris – 9 & 10 march 2007 
The sub-committee of ICAR, Interbull, in charge of international evaluations had set up a workshop 
dedicated to international beef evaluation last week in Paris. About 50 persons from different countries 
(France, Ireland, United Kingdom, Germany, Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Italy, Switzerland, Poland, 
Hungary, Czech Republic, Morocco, The United States, Canada & New Zealand) attended the meeting.  

1. On the first day of the workshop different presentations were made: 

− Beef recording and national beef evaluation in different countries: UK, Ireland, France, Sweden, 
Denmark, Norway, Czech Republic and New-Zealand. 

− ‘Genetic improvement in the Irish suckler beef herd: industry expectation & experience so far’ by 
Ross Evans. 

− The Interbeef experience so far: 

o ‘Review of research on beef international genetic evaluations’ by Eric Venot (INRA SGQA 
– France) 

o ‘Data exchange for international beef genetic evaluations’ by Thierry Pabiou 

2. The second day was dedicated to group discussion to outline the future work of InterBeef. The main 
outcomes were: 

− Traits: currently working on weaning weight, the general consensus was to move to carcass related 
traits, other live traits and calving traits 

− Breed: all the participants agreed that the main breeds to work with in regards to connexion between 
the countries should be Limousine & Charolais. The other breed considered could be Simmental.  

− Organisation: InterBeef would be based in Sweden; to facilitate data management, web based 
applications would be created with a strict protocol of security. 

To summarise: the InterBeef project has been very well perceived by the participants of the workshop. The 
actual international evaluation between France, Ireland & the UK will be extended to the Scandinavian 
countries in a near future.  

6 Genetic Evaluations 
 This week staff from the evaluations office attended AI promotion meetings for technicians in Blarney, 

Mitchelstown and Enfield. 

 Staff also attended EBI open days in Cork and Tipperary. 

  The Active Dairy Bull list is now updated on the website. 

7 HerdPlus  
 Spring ' 07 EBI reports were posted out and/or put on web this week - to be used with Active Bull list 

and Sire Advice tool.  

 Active Bull list also posted and put on web.  

 HerdPlus staff supported EBI Farm walks in Templemore (Ormonds) and Macroom (Cronins) this week.  

 Reminder - €40 FBD direct debit offer closes this weekend, Mar 16th.  
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8 Milk Recording 

Milk Recording 
Organisation 

2007                 
Herds Recorded 
Week 09/03/07 - 

16/03/07 
Progressive  216 

SWS 157 
Dairygold 174 

Kerry 156 
Connacht 15 
Tipperary 20 
Arrabawn 8 

Total 746 
 
 

9 Beef Linear Scoring  

Beef Linear Scoring & Weight Recording 2006 - v- 2007 
&
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