
ADVERTISER’S ANNOUNCEMENT

 All calves born from January to June are now old enough 
(5 months) to record calf quality and docility.

 Cows can be scored for milk and docility as soon as they 
calve.

 This information can be recorded online at www.agfood.ie, 
www.icbf.com, a farm software package or by postal forms.

 Herdowners must return the complete number of genotype 
samples requested.

 Complete and return all survey forms for animals born up 
to 30 June 2015 before Tuesday 8 December.

BDGP
For all your BDGP queries, contact the Irish Cattle Breeding Federation on 1850 625 626, email query@icbf.com or log on to www.icbf.com 
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Bull Management

Milk and Fertility are key to output

Q. Can the Euro-Star 
Index of my young bull 
change over time?

 
Q. Who should I talk to 
about getting my bull 
fertility tested?

Name:
Farming System:

Cows: Heifers:
Stock Bull or AI:
Replacement Strategy:

Why did you join the BDGP?

Do you feel it will deliver for the national 
suckler herd?

What traits are of most importance to your 
herd?

T

Purchase your bull well in 
advance of you needing 
him. This allows you to:
1. Acclimatise him to your 
farm.

2. Vaccinate your bull with 
whatever you are vaccinat-
ing the herd for.

.

3. Avoid any major nutri-
tional setbacks

4. Ensure he is capable of 
serving prior to being let run 
with females.

5. Get your veterinarian to 
fertility test the bull.

6. Get the correct ratio of 
bulls to cows

.
7. Feed the Young Bull

Two of John’s pedigree Angus cattle. On the left, Carrigroe Fawn, has a Replacement Index of €258. Sired by Loughlynn Ace (YNN) 
she is 6 year old cow with an average calving interval of 343 days after 5 calvings. On the right, Rathosheen Hugo is John’s main 
stock bull. He has a Replacement Index of €129. These two are the sire and dam of Carrigroe Kian AA2064 (inset) who is one of the 
highest Replacement Index bulls on the Autumn G€N€ IR€LAND panel. Straws are available through ICBF at 1850 600 900.

What are the main things that you look for 
when physically assessing a bull.

John Appelbe and family

Ramona Farrelly


