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Cattle Breeding Trends.
EBI Monaghan Total
Number Herds 400 14567
Average EBI €34 €63
Milk Sub Index €22 €22
Fertility Sub Index €10 €34
EBI Monaghan % Total %
Dairy cows 20,025 945,799
Dairy cows with a calving in 
2009/2010 16,903 84.4% 834,157 88.2%
Dairy cows in milk recording 6,805 34.0% 420,499 44.5%
Dairy cows with an EBI 9,629 48.1% 540,408 57.1%
Dairy calves born in 
2009/2010 6,079 30.4% 287,315 30.4%
Dairy calves born in 
2009/2010 by an AI sire 2,397 12.0% 153,426 16.2%
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North Eastern Breeding 
Initiative.

• Co-ops, ICBF, Teagasc and cattle 
breeding companies working together 
to increase profit from dairy cattle 
breeding.
– Co-op performance reports.
– Sire Advice Initiative.

• Profit from dairy cattle breeding = 
Economic Breeding Index (EBI).

4



5

How did it happen? Female 
Genetic Trends for F+P & CI Days
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Genetic Gain in EBI.

• Past = No 
genetic gain.
– Milk gains –

fertility loss.

• Now €20/year 
and increasing.
– Influence of 

genomics.
– Use of younger 

bulls
– G€N€ IR€LAND.
– Better imported 

sires available.
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EBI - 2011
Sub-Index  Trait

Economic 
Weight

Trait 
Emphasis

Overall 
Emphasis

 Milk -0.09 12.1

 Fat 1.01 4.0

 Protein 6.26 22.0

 Calving Interval -11.89 23.2

 Survival 12.05 11.5

 Direct Calving Difficulty -3.52 3.5

 Maternal Calving Difficulty -1.73 1.6

 Gestation Length -7.49 4.6

 Calf Mortality -2.58 0.6

 Cull Cow Carcase Weight 0.15 0.6

 Carcase Weight 1.38 3.7

 Carcase Conformation 10.32 1.5

 Carcase Fat -11.71 1.4

Maintenance  Cow Weight -1.49 6.1 6.1%

 Lameness 1.13 0.3

 SCC -56.35 3.2

34.8%

10.3%

7.2%

3.6%

Production

Fertility

Calving

Beef

Health

38.1%
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ICBF Active Bull List – Feb 11
HB Proof

   

1 SOK (IG) SUNNYBANK OMAN HO PED 63 €279 55 GS €73 €170 €32 ‐€7 €2 €8

2 KOZ KEVINSFORT OJI HAZE HO PED 94 €264 61 GS €59 €159 €43 ‐€4 ‐€2 €10

3 MJI MORRISHEEN OJI FRANK HO PED 88 €262 55 GS €121 €108 €36 ‐€20 €12 €4

4 LRW HSS VHA LOCHINVAR‐ET S3F HO SRM 100 €260 45 GS €129 €118 €33 ‐€27 €9 ‐€1

5 TIO TIRONUI OM JOSKIN JE PED 0 €248 41 DP‐INT €105 €127 €15 ‐€27 €27 €1

6 HYZ SCOTTS VHA HYDRAULIC S2F HO SRM 100 €237 45 GS €86 €141 €27 ‐€43 €30 ‐€4

7 FLT (IG) FOWLERSTOWN STAN HO PED 91 €234 62 GS €84 €120 €44 ‐€15 ‐€1 €2

8 MDWMONOWAI HOM DELUCA‐ET SIFHO SRM 88 €233 47 GS €88 €124 €34 ‐€21 €12 ‐€4

9 ROF RALMA O‐MAN CF CRICKET‐ET HO PED 100 €225 67 DP‐INT €66 €118 €38 ‐€4 ‐€9 €17

10 WGB WAIKARE MAUNGA BIGGLES JE 0 €221 37 DP‐INT €104 €119 €7 ‐€50 €44 ‐€3

11 GJM GRAN‐J OMAN MCCORMICK HO PED 100 €220 64 DP‐INT €77 €116 €34 ‐€12 ‐€7 €11

12 LXK LYNBROOK EXPOSE TREAT ET JE PED 0 €219 40 DP‐INT €78 €141 €5 ‐€70 €66 ‐€1

13 HRJ (IG) HILLSDALE RUDE JUSTICE HO PED 94 €214 62 GS €65 €126 €40 €3 ‐€22 €2

15 BQN BRIDEPARK OMAN HO PED 97 €212 56 GS €99 €83 €45 ‐€15 ‐€1 €1

14 OMS OMALLIS HO PED 100 €212 51 DP‐INT €80 €109 €32 ‐€9 ‐€4 €4

16 CFD CUTFORTHS LORD BRIAN JE 16 €210 38 DP‐INT €113 €77 €19 ‐€32 €31 €1

17 BUG BUSY BROOK RASTUS‐ET S3F HO SRM 50 €209 41 GS €103 €94 €26 ‐€32 €23 ‐€5

18 MJS MULLINS MAUNGA ORION S2J JE PED 0 €208 48 DP‐INT €102 €107 €7 ‐€67 €62 ‐€4

20 RVW RAYNHAM TGM AVAGO ET S3J JE 0 €204 40 DP‐INT €84 €118 €6 ‐€35 €33 ‐€1

Healt

h
Fert Calv Beef MaintHO % EBI Rel % MilkRk Tag Bull Name Brd
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EBI & Winter Milk Herds

• Analysis of over 1,000 cows from 10 Winter Milk 
Herds (Monitor Farms Program).

• How did top 20% on EBI perform compared to bottom 
20%, based on performance over 1st 3 lactations?

• EBI = better lifetime performance = more profit.

Top 20% Mid 20% Btm 20%

€104
€42/€53

€37
€35/€1

-€26
€26/€-44

Milk litres 20,672 19,808 19,029

Milk Solids kg 1,540 1,378 1,302

Survival % (1-4) 61% 53% 32%

CI Days (1-3) 404 418 452
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Increasing EBI – How?

• Stick to bulls on ICBF Active Bull List. 
• No shortage of choice.

– Breed, milk kg, type, price….

• Use enough AI straws.
– 1.5 straws for each cow & 1.0 straws for 

each heifer.

• Target 40 dairy heifers per 100 cows.
• North Eastern breeding initiative.

– Targeted “Sire Advice” for herdowners.
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What is “Sire Advice”?

• Selecting AI bulls can be off-putting.
• Input “team of bulls” (farmer and/or advisor).
• Bulls allocated to your cows on basis of;

– Minimum inbreeding.
– Maximise EBI.
– Balance milk & fertility indexes.

• Report generated (list of bulls, straws per bull 
& breeding chart detailing cow & bull choice).

• Matings also allocated to technician handheld.
• The breeding season made simpler!
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North Eastern Sire Advice

• Team of bulls selected by NE partners
– 10 high EBI bulls from across AI companies.

• Example – Town of Monaghan.
– 190 suppliers on ICBF database
– 66 on technician service – will get “team of bulls” 

from relevant AI company.
– 45 on DIY AI – will get “team of bulls” from across 

AI companies.
– 76 did not use AI – will get “team of bulls” from 

across AI companies.

• Farmers “own choice” will over-ride above.
• Reports posted in next 2-3 weeks.
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Combination of 2 databases;

Cow Numbers, EBI, Calv Int., 
Culling, Repl. rate, etc.

Bulk tank info - Ltrs milk, Fat,    
Prot, SCC, Milk Price

Co-op Performance Report

Town of 
Monaghan 

Co‐op
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Key Bench-mark Data.

 Average Top 10% Average Top 10%
F+P Kg 428 512 368 474
Litres/day 16.2 19.3 13.9 17.9
Fat% 3.76 3.91 3.75 3.93
Ptn% 3.27 3.31 3.26 3.38
CI Days 420 386 424 379
Days to calve 50% 62 30 60 27
AI replacements 13% 42% 8% 19%
EBI €24 €60 €31 €61
EBI 2010 insems €134 €191 €153 €194

Liquid (n=74) Creamery (n=137)
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Example Report.

• Eamon McMahon, Knockaturley, 
Monaghan.

• High EBI (top 1% in Town Monaghan) 
Spring Calving dairy herd (40 cows)

• Using full range of cattle breeding & 
support services.
– HerdPlus, AI, milk recording, IHFA.
– Teagasc, discussion group.

• Farm walk on farm on………………..
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Milk Delivered in 2009/2010 (i)
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Milk Delivered in 2009/2010 (ii)
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(i) Milk Performance Data
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(ii) Fertility Performance Data
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(iii) EBI Data 
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•Graphs.
•Milk Solids 

per cow per 
day.

•SCC 
Performance
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Summary
• Strong desire to “grow” cattle breeding in 

North East.
• Keep focused on EBI. It will increase profit. 

Use additional data, e.g., sub-indexes.
• Use new tools available through co-op.

– Co-op performance report.
– Sire Advice facility.

• If you have not received co-op report, please 
sign authorisation form and return.

• Farm walk on Eamon McMahon.
• Best wishes in your breeding season.


