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Agenda 
Part 1 

• Data Recording Screens – BTAP Task Verification 

• Q + A’s 
  

 Part 2 

•   Fertility Statistics 

•   Weight Recording 

•   €uro-Star Index Changes 

•   G€N€ IR€LAND Bull Breeder Scheme 

•   Beef Data Programme 

•   Q + A’s 
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Data Recording Screens 
BTAP Task Verification 
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BTAP Tasks: 
What to Record on ICBF Database 

• Task 1: e-Profit Monitor (Optional) 

• Task 2: On-Farm Liveweights 

• Task 3, Part A+B: 5 AI bull and G€N€ IR€LAND 

(Record Inseminations) 

• Task 3, Part C: 5 Stock Bull (Nominate bull) 

• Task 3, Part D: Replacement Heifers (Auto Verified) 

• Task 9: Record Pregnancy Scanning 
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Task 2: On-Farm Weights 

• Weights must be submitted to ICBF in all cases. 
• ICBF technician handhelds automatically upload weights. 
• Weighing done by farmer or non ICBF weighing technician must be 

entered manually online. 
• ICBF is not responsible for inputting weights. 



 



 



 

Task 3, Part A+B: 
5AI Bull & G€N€ IR€LAND 

• All inseminations must be recorded on ICBF database (incl. repeats). 
• Inseminations by AI technicians with handhelds will be automatically 

recorded. 
• All others must be recorded manually online. 
• ICBF is not responsible for inputting AI records. 



 



 

Date of Serve AI Code or Tag 

Sire Check 

(Automatic) 

Details of Previously 

Recorded Serves 



Task 3, Part C+D: 
Use a 5 Stock Bull & 

High Index Heifers 

• Farmers must nominate the stock bull/bulls which they intend using 
for the breeding season. 

• System will tell the farmer instantly if bull is eligible for BTAP or not. 
 

• High Index Heifers will be verified automatically as they calve down. 



 

Section to be added for heifer verification 

        Year                              Animal Number                            Calved                       Calving Date                                BTAP Approved 

2013                        IE123456710001                                   Yes                          06/01/2013                                         Yes  

2013                        IE123456720002                                   Yes                           17/01/2013                                        No 

2013                        IE123456730003                                   No                                                                                      Yes 

2013                        IE123456740004                                   Yes                          28/02/2013                                         No                   

Enter Stock Bull tag 

Number of Heifers Calved: 7 

 

Number of Calved Heifers BTAP Approved: 4 (57%) 
 

Note: Task requires that at least 50% of calved heifers are BTAP approved i.e. at least 4 stars on daughter milk and/or 

daughter calving interval, within or across breed. 



Bull Search has also been updated to verify eligibility of bulls 



Task 9: Pregnancy 
Scanning 

• All scanning results must be recorded on ICBF database. 
• In all cases, these must be manually entered online. 
• ICBF is not responsible for inputting scanning results. 





Screen Shot 



 



 



19 

Questions 
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Fertility  

Statistics 
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Replacements born in 2008 

• Greatest proportion of heifers calved at 31-35 months. 

• No significant difference in the Overall Calving Interval across the age 

groups. 
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Age 1st 

calving 

(mths)

Number of  

cows

Average 

age 1st 

calving 

(days)

Average 

month of 

birth of cows

Average 

calving 

interval 1-2

Average 

calving 

interval 2-3

Average 

calving 

interval 3-4

Average 

calving 

interval 

overall

23 to 26 mts 31,334 764 4.0 409 372 353 386

27 to 30 mts 21,446 884 5.7 415 371 343 396

31 to 35 mts 43,038 1032 4.9 402 363 325 389

36 to 40 mts 22,365 1142 4.4 388 354 380
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• Higher attrition rate for heifers calving at older ages. 

• Heifers calving at 23-26 months were most productive. 
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Replacements born in 2008 

Age 1st 

calving 

(mths)

% which 

have calved 

a second 

time

% of second 

calvers 

which  

calved a 

third time

% of cows 

which  

calve a third 

time 

(cumulative)

% of third 

calvers 

which  

calved a 

fourth time

% of cows 

which  calve 

a fourth time 

(cumulative)

Calves per 

cow

23 to 26 mts 82% 82% 67% 44% 30% 2.8

27 to 30 mts 82% 65% 53% 8% 4% 2.4

31 to 35 mts 86% 52% 45% 0% 0% 2.3

36 to 40 mts 80% 32% 25% 2.1
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• Later calving heifers had a slightly higher % continental in their breed 

makeup. 

• Younger heifers were not mated to significantly easier calving bulls. 

• Younger heifers experienced a higher % of calving difficulty, but only 

marginally. 
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Replacements born in 2008 

Age 1st 

calving 

(mths)

Traditonal 

beef breed 

%

Continental 

beef breed 

%

Dairy breed 

%

Average 

calving 

difficulty 

pta of bull 

mate (1st 

calving)

Average 

resulting 

calving 

difficulty % 

(1st calving)

23 to 26 mts 20% 54% 15% 4.5 7.1

27 to 30 mts 18% 58% 14% 4.9 7.1

31 to 35 mts 17% 60% 13% 5.1 6.1

36 to 40 mts 18% 59% 12% 5.2 5.5
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Weight 

Recording 
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Statistics 

• On-farm liveweights are of vital importance to genetic evaluations. 

• Most accurate barometer of a beef animal’s performance. 

• Recording liveweights from suckler calves is the only practical way to 

determine the milking ability of suckler dams. 
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% dairy cows milk 

recorded

41%

44%

46%

50%

46%

49%

54%

55%

birth year

number of 

suckler 

calvings

2005 1,080,095

2006 1,087,421

2007 1,085,851

2008 1,178,248

2009 1,050,657

2010 1,009,997

2011 1,047,067

2012 1,118,076

% with calving 

ease score

8%

10%

12%

81%

78%

77%

75%

74%

% with 

carcass 

records

51%

55%

57%

56%

54%

51%

24%

0%

% with milk 

weight (150 to 

250 days)

2%

3%

2%

8%

8%

11%

12%

11%
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ICBF Service 

• Service set up in Summer 2012. 

• For two primary reasons: 

        - To make weighing accessible to all farmers. 

        - To get more on-farm liveweights into the database. 

• > 20,000 liveweights have come in through technician handhelds to date. 

• €60 callout (covers first 15 animals) 

        - + €2.50 per head 16-30 animals 

        - +€1.25 per head 31-100 animals 

• Discussion group deal also available. 

• Free on-farm weighing demos available to advisors/facilitators. 
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€uro-Star Index 

Changes 
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What has been Changed 

• Stars have been removed from calving difficulty 

and daughter calving difficulty. 

• “Maternal” will change to “Replacement Index”. 

• Graphs will be included to show the cow and calf 

contribution to the Replacement Index. 
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Removal of Stars From Calving 

• Farmers were placing too much emphasis on stars 

for calving difficulty and not looking at % figure. 

• Bulls with low stars for calving difficulty were 

automatically deemed as “hard calved”. 

• Some were even picking bulls based on stars for 

calving alone and not heeding the overall indices. 
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Poor stars  High % figure also 

(Approx 1 of every 5 calvings will be difficult) 
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Bull is only 2 

for calving difficulty. 

But % figure is quite low 

(Approx 1 of every 20 calvings will be difficult) 
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• Both bulls have relatively poor stars for calving difficulty. 

• Very different when you look at actual % figures. 

Bull A 

Bull B 
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G€N€ IR€LAND 

Bull Breeder 

Scheme 
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What is the Scheme 

• Scheme was set up for two primary reasons: 

    - To encourage more accurate and complete data recording in pedigree herds. 

     - To place more emphasis on maternal traits in pedigree breeding. 

• Participating herds will be used to breed genetically elite bulls, of 

which the best will be selected for AI. 

• These bulls will be subjected to a rigorous progeny test. 

• Proven elite bulls will be used to breed the next generation of test 

bulls. 
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Benefits 
ICBF 

• More comprehensive and accurate data recording. 

• Considerable progression in beef genetics. 
 

 Breeder 
• Bull Breeder “Stamp” in sales catalogues and online bull search. 

• Free weighing and scoring. 

• Access to mating and stock management advice. 

• Chance of getting a bull into AI. 
 

Commercial Farmer 
• More choice of both potential stock and AI bulls. 

• Assurance on the performance, management and data recorded 

on these bulls. 
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Beef Data 

Programme 
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Importance of Scheme 
• Replacement for Suckler Cow Welfare Scheme (SCWS). 

• Importance of this scheme to the future of beef breeding in 

Ireland should not be underestimated. 

• Agri Advisors are in an influential position. 

• Farmers should be constantly reminded of the importance of 

accurate data recording. 

• Only way to identify elite breeding animals. 

• Farmers need to be able to identify these animals in order to 

make significant genetic gain in their herds. 
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SCWS Statistics 

Sire Recording 

• Most significant piece of data on any animal. 

• Without a sire record, an animal’s performance cannot be used 

to its full potential in genetic evaluations. 
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        2007 (Pre SCWS) with 

                Sire Recorded                                             

      2012 (Last Year SCWS) 

        with Sire Recorded 

Calves Born                           17%                          70% 

Dams of Calves Born                           15%                         38% 

 

Still approximately 300,000 suckler calves born in 

2012 with no recorded sire!!! 
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U+, 3= 
480kgs 

E=, 3= 
520kgs 

U+, 3+ 
495kgs 

O+, 2- 
270kgs 

P+, 3= 
240kgs 

R=, 3= 
300kgs 

U+, 3+ 
495kgs 

R+, 4+ 
430kgs 

Sire: 
ABC 

Sire: 
None 

Sire: 
None 

Sire: 
DEF 

Sire: 
DEF 

Sire: 
ABC 

Sire: 
None 

Sire: 
GHI 
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Thank You 
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