
Mark Waters 

ICBF Database & Management Reporting 



2 

Introduction 

ÅBackground & Role of ICBF 

ÅThe National Database & Industry Links 

ÅData Recording 

ÅHerdPlus® & Management Reports 
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ICBF Background 

ÅICBF Formally Established in 2000. 

ÅMembership/Board:  AI companies (18%), Milk 

Recording (18%),  Breed Societies (18%) & Farmer 

Organisations (46%). 

ÅStakeholders in cattle breeding control decision 

making. 

ÅMission: To achieve the greatest possible genetic 

improvement in the national cattle herd ï Dairy & 

Beef. 
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Role of ICBF 

ÅFocus on genetic improvement as a tool for improving future 

profit on Irish cattle farms. 

ÅEstablish & maintain a central database of performance data. 

ÅDefine a breeding goal and selection index (e.g. EBI & Euro-

Star Index). 

ÅProvide routine genetic evaluations for all relevant breeds 

and traits. 

ÅEnsure a breeding scheme of optimal design is operating in 

Ireland (e.g. Gene Ireland). 

ÅEnsure continuous improvement base on science. 
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ICBF Database - 2000 
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ICBF Database - 2016 
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Importance of ICBF to the Agrifood Sector 

ÅJune 2014, UCD study to investigate performance of the 

Agrifood Innovation System (AIS) within Ireland. 

ÅLooked at the strengths and weakness of the Agrifood Sector. 
 

ÅSome Quotes from report: 
 

ñThe ICBF is widely cited as a success story within the 

agrifood sector.ò 
 

ñTrust and collaboration with key stakeholders is the 

essence of how ICBF operates.ò 
 

ñPunching well above its weight the ICBF is at the cutting 

edge when it comes to genetics and the Irish cattle herd.ò 
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What data do farmers record on ICBF 

ÅBirth Registration 

ÅSire, Calving Ease, Pedigree Name, Birth Weights 

ÅFertility Data 

ÅHeats, AI & Natural Serves, Pregnancy Diagnosis 

ÅDry-offs 

ÅHealth Events 

ÅMastitis, Lameness, Scour, Pneumonia, etc. 

ÅLiveweights 

ÅMilking Speed (Tru-Test meters) 

ÅDept. of Agri. Schemes 

ÅCalf Docility & Quality 

ÅDam Temperament, Docility & Milkability 

ÅStock Bull Docility & Functionality, Culling Reasons 

© Irish Cattle Breeding Federation Soc Ltd 2013 



9 

Data in the ICBF Database 
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2.8 million 

movements 

per year  

2.6 million 

milk records 

per year  

2.1 million 

calf births 

per year  

102K herds  

ÅHerds:      102k 

ÅLive Animals:   6.2m 

ÅCalving Records:   2.1m/yr 

ÅMilk Recording:   2.6m/yr 

ÅFarm Movements: 2.8m/yr 

ÅAI Inseminations:   700k/yr 

ÅSlaughter Data:   2m/yr 

ÅBVD records:   2.1m/y 

ÅGenomics:   8.6 billion 


