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Gene Ireland Breeding Program 



What is a Breeding Program? 

ωIt is the planned breeding of a group of animals over several 
generations to achieve a certain goal. 

ωBreeding programs are commonly employed where humans 
want to change the characteristics of their animals. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



But why do we need a 
Breeding Program? 
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Genetic Trends of Irish Suckler Herds 

2000-2013 
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Ultimate Goal of Gene Ireland  

Breeding profitable Suckler Cows for the 
National Herd. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Ultimate Goal of the program 

ωAn example of good breeding in action 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Limo x Hereford Suckler Cow 
                                Replacement Index 
ω 12 Yrs Old: 10 AI bred calves 

ω 1ST calving: 24 mths old 

ω Calv IntervalsΥ оотΣопсΣоррΧΦŘŀȅǎ 

ω Calvings: All were unassisted 

ω Weanlings: Excellent Wt Gains 

ω Carcass: 4 U Grades & 3 R Grades 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

AI Sire 
High Reliability 

Calving Diff: 99% 

Carcass: 99% 

Milk & Fertility: 88% 

Calving Interval 
Index: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Replacement Daughter 
                                Replacement Index 
ω 1ST calving: 23 mths old 

ω Fertility:  

ω 1st  Calf MLJ on 10/08/13 

ω Killed U+3+ @ 15 Mths 

ω 2nd Calf Ex TQL on 8/08/14 

ω Confirmed in calf ς due 29/08/15 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


