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 €URO VALUE PER PROGENY
 Combined economic value of all the traits in each index.
 This means that on average, the bulls progeny will leave 

you €264 more than the average animal kept for breeding 
(maternal) or for slaughter would leave you with €148 more 
than the average (terminal).ANIMAL DETAILS

 Name
 Breed 
 Owner
 Back pedigree

STAR RATING WITHIN BREED
 The star rating within 

breed allows a farmer to 
compare the predicted 
progeny performance from 
that bull within its own 
breed. In this example the 
bull is 5 star within breed.

 Ratings are based from 1 
star to 5 stars, 1 being poor 
and 5 being excellent.

EXPECTED PROGENY PERFORMANCE
This is how progeny of the bull are expected to perform 
(Terminal traits)

terminal index.

3. Beef traits such as carcase conformation and feed intake 
account for the remainder.

EXPECTED DAUGHTER 
BREEDING PERFORMANCE

 Expected daughter per-
formance (Maternal Traits).

 Daughter calving dif-

 Daughter milk.
 Daughter calving inter-

val.

be about the genetic evalua-
tions for a particular bull. As 
more information is included 
in a Bull’s genetic evaluation 

genetic evaluation results 
increases.

€URO-STARS Guide to the 

STAR RATING 
ACROSS BREEDS

 This allows a farmer to 
compare projected progeny 
performance across all 
breeds.

 Ratings are based from 1 
star to 5 stars, 1 being poor 
and 5 being excellent.

TERMINAL AND MATERNAL 
INDEX

 Full set of traits that 
make up the indexes can 
be seen by clicking on the 
graphics button, where all 
of the traits are represent-
ed by bar charts.

INDEX RELIABILITY
 This indicates how reli-

able the information is. The 
more data collected on a 
bull, the higher the reli-
ability.

 The reliability is ex-
pressed as a percentage 
and is list from V Low to 
V High depending on the 
percentage.
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 revised beef  evaluations

PAT DONNELLAN  
ICBF

€URO-STARS BACKGROUND

T
he Irish Cattle 
Breeding Federation 
(ICBF) calculates the 

The ICBF database contains 

all the traits and are stored 

The €uro-Stars are the end 

It then expresses the 

this calculation in €uros as 

IMPROVEMENTS TO 
THE BEEF €URO-STAR 
EVALUATIONS

the €uro-Stars and certain 

Table 1: Weightings of the 
various traits that make up the 
Maternal Index

Table 2: Weightings of the 
various traits that make up the 
Terminal Index

1. Maternal Index 
This is an indication of a 
bull’s genetic merit to pro-

Index of €264 is expected 
to sire daughters that are 

the average Irish suckler 

INDEX % EMPHAISIS

Calving 24%

Beef 43%

Fertility 19%

11%

Docility 3%

INDEX % EMPHAISIS

Calving 29%

Beef 68%

Docility 3%

The indexes

2. Terminal Index 
This is an indication of a 
Bull’s genetic merit to pro-
duce cattle for the factory 

Terminal Index of €148 is 
expected to sire cattle for 
the meat industry that are 

CALVING EVALUATION
1. New genetic param-

eters and correlations 
between traits.

2.New traits have been 
included in the calving 
evaluation: 

3.Animals in groups of  

being included in the 
evaluation for every 
trait.

porary groups:

5. Splitting of  mortality 
from ‘Birth to day 28’ 
into ‘Mortality day 0 to 
5’ and ‘Mortality day 6 
to 28’.

BEEF EVALUATION
1. New genetic param-

eters and correlations 
between traits.

2. New traits have been 
included in the beef  
evaluation: 

3. Animals in groups of  

included in the evalua-
tion for every trait.

porary groups:

groups as bulls and 

additional correction 

grouped into separate 

BULL SEARCH

It must be stressed that 
this current bull search 

tions are still expected 

These slight changes 

bull’s maternal index is 

graphics illustrate that a 
Bull’s maternal perfor-

factors:

1. Cow contribution: The 
performance of his di-
rect daughters for milk 
ability, calving interval, 
feed intake and other 

2. Calf contribution:  The 
performance of the 
progeny of his direct 
daughters for traits 

the maternal index in 
more detail so as to 

is affecting a bull’s ma-

‘On-Dit’ is an example 

become more reliable, as 
more of his progeny are 
born and recorded here 
in Ireland, his evaluation 

and the impression Irish 
Breeders have of his 

French Figures:
Calving Ease    97
Weaning Proof 110

Weaning  121

Well-balanced proof 

ousin Society consider 
him to be: ‘a  balanced 

volume and good mater-

MODIFICATIONS


