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€uro-Star Indexes 
How to Interpret 
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AI Catalogues 
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Sales Catalogues 
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Online Bull Search 
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Advertising 

Euro-Stars are out there and most farmers 

have come in contact with them…… 

But!!!!! 
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Are Euro-Stars Being Used?? 

AI Sires with Calves Registered in 2014 

• Average Replacement Index = €101 (2.5 stars) 

• Average Terminal Index = €104 (2.5 stars) 

Pot of gold? Or lucky dip?!!! 

Farmers falling down on most critical part!! 
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Are Euro-Stars Being Used 

Properly?? 
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• Bull breeds excellent quality cattle (5 star carcass traits). 

• But overall indexes are poor due to calving difficulty (economic cost). 

• Easy for a farmer to be mislead. 

5 Stars for What?!? 
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Where do you 

start? 
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Reliability % 

Figures 

Quickly tells you the status 

of a bull 
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What’s the Natural Flow of any Bull’s 

index reliabilities? 

 

First Data? 
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Calving 

Docility 

Carcass Data 

Daughter Performance 
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• Foreign/Outcross bull. 

• Little or no data. 

• Index could fluctuate a lot. 
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• Bull with well proven ancestry. 

• No progeny yet from bull himself. 

• But lots of data on sire and dam. 

• Linear Scoring data also included. 

• Index may fluctuate but not as 

much as an outcross bull. 
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• Semi-proven bull. 

• Own progeny performance now having 

an effect on index. 
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Fully Proven Bull 

Takes a long time, even with 

many progeny!!!!! 
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CF52: Fully Proven Bull 
Henry Shefflin: 

Fully Proven Hurler 

= 

5 Star bull with >15,000 

progeny. 
10 All-Ireland 

Medals 

Neither perfect!!!!! 
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What do the Various Indexes and 

Traits Mean? 
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What are all of these figures 

based against??? 
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Joe 

• Joe is the bull that all bulls are compared to. 

• He is just a very average bull. 

• All of Joe’s Euro-Star indexes and trait figures are zero. 

• Joe is what’s called the base bull and doesn’t actually exist. 

Replacement Index     €0 

Terminal Index             €0 



21 

Joe is actually Ross’ imaginary friend!! 

Truth be told………. 
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• Bulls are evaluated 3 times a year. 

• The pressure can be serious at times. 

• Ross confides in Joe every April, August and December. 

Well Joe. What 

do ya make of 

that CF52? 

Well Ross. It’s 

like this. 

Ross Talks to Joe!! 
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• He’s harder calving than I am. 

• Approx. 1 out of every 10 calves will have a 

difficult birth. 
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• His progeny are more docile. 

• They are .15 of a docility score better. 

• He is in the top 10% of his own breed (5 stars) 

and the top 10% of all breeds. 
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• His progeny are producing carcasses 42 Kgs 

heavier than my progeny. 

• He is in the top 10% of his own breed (5 stars) 

and the top 10% of all breeds. 



26 

• His progeny are producing carcasses with more muscle. 

• They are 2.16 grades better on the EUROP scale. 

• He is in the top 10% of his own breed (5 stars) and the top 

20% of all breeds (4.5 stars). 
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• Approx. 1 in 20 of his daughters will experience a difficult 

calving. 
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• His daughters don’t have as much milk as mine. 

• Their calves are 9 Kgs lighter at weaning. 

• He is in the bottom 30% of his own breed (1.5 stars) and 

the bottom 10% of all breeds (0.5 star). 



29 

• His daughters are less fertile than mine. 

• They have Calving Intervals of 5.83 days more. 

• He is in the bottom 10% of his own breed (0.5 star) and 

the bottom 10% of all breeds (0.5 star). 
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Therefore Ross, I conclude that CF52 is 

an excellent bull to breed cattle for sale 

as weanlings or slaughter. 

• His progeny will leave €157 more than mine. 

• He is in the top 10% of his own breed (5 stars) and the top 

10% of all breeds (5 stars). 
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But, his daughters do not make good 

suckler cows. 

• His daughters will leave €2 less than mine over their lifetime as suckler cows. 

• They will pass on excellent growth genetics to their calves, but will not have 

enough milk for their calves to exploit this growth potential. 

• He is in the bottom 20% of his own breed (1 star) and the bottom 10% of all 

breeds (0.5 star). 
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Thanks Joe. 

No problem Ross. 

Talk to you again 

in April. 
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CF52: A great bull but not a 

complete bull. 

Henry Shefflin: A great hurler 

but not a complete hurler. 

= 

• Wrong County 

• Dodgy Knee 
• Excellent on Terminal Traits 

• Terrible on Maternal Traits 
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Summary 
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Farmers Need to Start Using Indexes 

• Genetic gain cannot hang off glossy pictures in catalogues. 

• More index based decisions needed. 

• Important when picking both replacements to keep or purchase. 

• And bulls to mate with them. 

• If farmers are using AI there should be no excuses. 

Pot of gold? Or lucky dip?!!! 
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Behind Every Great Man is a Great 

Woman!!! 
• A great bull mated to a poor cow will not a good calf make. 

• And vice versa. 

Bull Milk Figure 

Cow Milk Figure 

Progeny Milk Figure of 0.23 Kgs 
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Create Discussion 
• Breeding can be a contentious topic. 

• Shouldn’t be difficult to get discussion going. 

• Lots of opinions – Some valid and others……………… 

A Good Exercise 
• At a discussion group meeting. 

• Analyse a herds production system. 

• Break into groups. 

• Give each group an AI catalogue(s). 

• Ask them to pick bulls suited to the chosen system. 

• Ask them why they chose bulls. 
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Stick to the Basics 

• Don’t get bogged down in detail. 

• Stick to the stars. 

• Use the HerdPlus reports. 

• New €uro-Star reports now online for farmers and will be posted in next few 

weeks. 
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Thank You 
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Questions 


