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Relative Genetic Gain in Dairy & Beef Cattle
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Trends in number of records in genetic evaluations
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Charolais Trends
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Income 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Bull Breeder - Gene Ire fee €100,000 €100,000 €100,000 €100,000 €100,000 €100,000

Farmer - HerdPlus contribution €85,000 €85,000 €85,000 €85,000 €85,000 €85,000

Sale of surplus bulls €42,000 €42,000 €42,000 €42,000 €42,000 €42,000

Sale of bulls to AI €48,000 €48,000 €48,000 €48,000 €48,000 €48,000

Sale - progeny test cattle €0 €0 €280,000 €280,000 €280,000 €280,000

ICBF annual contribution €300,000 €300,000 €300,000 €300,000 €300,000 €300,000

Total income €575,000 €575,000 €855,000 €855,000 €855,000 €855,000

Variable costs 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Bull selection €4,000 €4,000 €4,000 €4,000 €4,000 €4,000

Bull acquisition €100,000 €100,000 €100,000 €100,000 €100,000 €100,000

Bull insurance €7,000 €7,000 €7,000 €7,000 €7,000 €7,000

Semen collection €60,000 €60,000 €60,000 €60,000 €60,000 €60,000

Semen assembly (PTEST bulls). €3,600 €3,600 €3,600 €3,600 €3,600 €3,600

Semen storage (Surplus semen) €12,500 €12,500 €12,500 €12,500 €12,500 €12,500

DNA Collection & Storage €0 €4,500 €4,500 €4,500 €4,500 €4,500

GROW - Weanlings €0 €18,000 €18,000 €18,000 €18,000 €18,000

Purchase - progeny test cattle €0 €0 €200,000 €200,000 €200,000 €200,000

Cost of finishing progeny test cattle €0 €0 €72,000 €72,000 €72,000 €72,000

GROW - Maternal replacements €0 €0 €0 €0 €16,800 €16,800

ICBF Fixed Costs €300,000 €300,000 €300,000 €300,000 €300,000 €300,000

Contingency (10% of Variable 

Costs=€50k/year) €50,000 €50,000 €50,000 €50,000 €50,000 €50,000

Total costs €537,100 €559,600 €831,600 €831,600 €848,400 €848,400

Balance €37,900 €15,400 €23,400 €23,400 €6,600 €6,600
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Worth ~€100m to Irish beef industry over 10 yrs.  
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