


BEEF HERDPLUSR

SIGN UP ONLINE AT www.icbf.com
or Lo-Call 1850 600 900



page 2

1: Overall introduction………………………………………………………………………………………………… ………… 5

2: Overview of Beef €uro-Star Indexes……………………………………………………………………….............. 6
 2.1 Introduction………………………………………………………………………………………................. 6
 2.2 How are €uro-Stars calculated………………………………………………………..................... 6
 2.3 Variation in €uro-Stars………………………………………………………………………………………… 9
 2.4 What does 'Heritability' mean?.................................................................. ………… 10

  2.5 What does reliability % figure mean?......................................................... ………… 10
  2.6 How important are reliability figures?........................................................ ………… 11
  2.7 Example 1 – Used a 5 Star AI Sire and now have a two Star Son for sale... ………… 11

 2.8 What do all figures on €uro-Star Catalogue page mean?........................... ………… 12
2.9 Why are the reliability % figures of the Maternal traits of my Stockbull 

much lower than the reliabilities for the other traits?............................... ………… 13
2.10 What is a 'Contemporary group'?............................................................... ………… 13
2.11 Why do €uro-Star evaluations on a bull change?....................................... ………… 13
2.12 When do the €uro-Stars stop changing on an animals?............................. ………… 14
2.13 How often are the €uro-Stars updated?..................................................... ………… 14
2.14 What does '% Rank' figure mean?.............................................................. ………… 14
2.15 What is the easiest way to read figures – should somebody look at the

 Stars or the actual Index figures?...............................................................………… 14
2.16 If an animal (Live import, semen, embryos) is imported, what figures 

does that animal start with?................................................................................. 15

3: 2012 Beef Genetic Evaluation update………………………………………………………………………. ……….. 16
3.1 New milk evaluation 

3.1.1 The inclusion of cow milkability score in the evaluation as a
 predictor trait………………………………………………………………………………………… 16 
3.1.2 Redefinition of age for 'Milk weight' data to be collected…………………….. 16
3.1.3 The use of the biological relationship between Terminal and

 Maternal traits……………………………………………………………………………………… 16
3.1.4 Suckler replacements from the dairy herd adjusted properly………………. 16
3.1.5 Foreign milk information incorporated into the ICBF evaluation.. ………… 17

3.2 New Fertility evaluation……………………………………………………………………………………… 17
st3.2.1 Change in analysis of 'Age of 1  calving'………………………………………………… 17

3.2.2 The evaluation of calving interval and survival to cover a longer 
time period……………………………………………………………………………………………. 17

3.2.3 The use of predictor traits to improve the 'reliability %' of the
 fertility proof at an earlier age………………………………………………………………. 17

3.3 Cow docility evaluation………………………………………………………………………….............. 18
3.3.1 Incorporation of cow docility into docility evaluation………………… …………. 18

3.4 Calving ease evaluation………………………………………………………………………………………. 19



page 3

3.4.1 Use of foreign information in the calving evaluation……………............…..……………. 19

4: On-farm data recording protocol ……..…………………………………………………………………..……………. 20
4.1 Introduction………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 20
4.2 Recording of information for Pedigree and Commercial  animals……………………… 20

4.2.1 Sire selection………………………………………………………………………………………... 20
4.2.2 Recording inseminations………………………………………………………………………. 20
4.2.3 Registrations…………………………………………………………………………………………. 20
4.2.4 DNA parentage/Genomics selection……………..…………………………………….. 20
4.2.5 Suckler Cow Welfare Scheme (SCWS)………………………………………… ……….. 21
4.2.6 Weight recording and docility……………………………………………………………….. 21
4.2.7 Linear scoring……………………………………………………………………………………….. 22
4.2.8 Cow docility and milkabilty survey……………………………………………………….. 22
4.2.9 Flushing and Embryo transfer (ET)……………………………………………………….. 22
4.2.10 Using imported stock bulls……………………………………………………………………. 22
4.2.11 Ultrasonic scanning………………………………………………………………………………. 23
4.2.12 Missing Sires………………………………………………………………………………………….. 23

` 4.4 Management of pedigree and commercial animals and poor data recording ….. 23
4.4.1 Preferential treatment…………………………………………………………………………… 23
4.4.2 Linear scoring…………………………………………………………………………………………. 23
4.4.3 Docility…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 23
4.4.4 Incorrect farmer recorded data…………………………………………………………….. 24

5: Genetic recording of weanlings (GROW)………………………………………………………………………………… 24
5.1 Benefits of weighing and scoring cattle for pedigree and commercial 

animals (sired by G€N€ IR€LAND bulls)……………………………………………………………… 24
5.1.1 Additional benefits for pedigree breeders…………………………………. ……….. 24

5.2 What are the requirements I must meet to ensure that Scoring and 
Weighing will have a big impact on my €uro-Star figures?......................... …………. 25

5.3 Industry contact details………………………………………………………………………………………. 28

5.4 References………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 29



page 4



page 5

1. Overall Introduction



page 6

2. Overview of Beef €uro-Star Indexes

Stephen Conroy, Pat Donnellan, Brian Wickham & Ross Evans (ICBF)
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“As reliability increases the movement in Suckler Beef Value and each of the sub-indexes
decreases, thus displaying the importance of good data recording” 

Reliability is a measure of the accuracy of the genetic evaluation.  As more information is included in a bull's 
genetic evaluation the reliability % will increase.  In other words the level of accuracy of the evaluation 
increases.  The higher the reliability the more confident you can be that the evaluation will not change with 
more data in the future. The higher the heritability for a trait the higher the reliability will be. 
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3. 2012 Beef Genetic Evaluation update

and
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