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Introduction

Welcome to this year’s edition of the Beef Herdplus Journal. This publication gives an annual overview
of the Beef Herdplus Service. It explains all of the various reports and applications available from Beef
Herdplus in a user-friendly way. Anyone that has signed up to Beef Herdplus for the first time this year
should find this publication very helpful in ensuring they get the most out of their membership.

One of the highlights of this year’s Beef Herdplus Journal is the launch of a new report called ‘The Bull
Tracker’. As the name suggests it is a report that tracks the performance of progeny of Breeding Bulls.
Pedigree Breeders interested in knowing how Bulls that they sold went on to breed should find this
report very interesting. Commercial Suckler Farmers using Stockbulls will also be able to compare the
performance of current and past Stockbulls using this report.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone that contributed material to this Journal.

Regards
Pat Donnellan
Beef Herdplus
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Left to Right: Eamon Wall (Sheep Ireland), Mary McCarthy, Chris Daly, Marianna Kowalczyk, Pat
Donnellan, Brian Coughlan, Mary Murphy, Kevin Downing, Martin Burke, Margaret Browne
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Beef Herdplus Background

The diagram above shows the spread of the 8,346 Beef Farmers
signed up to Beef Herdplus at the end of March 2012.

Irish Suckler Farmers engage with many different
Organisations over the course of an animal’s lifetime on their
farm. Like any business, farmers are continually trying to track
the progress of their herd so as they can make the best
possible decisions. 

Farmers will have recorded a certain amount of information on
their own animals throughout the year e.g. Calf Registration,
Weight Recording, Insemination data etc. Their cattle will also
have data recorded on them by other people & organisations,
all of which will have been stored in the ICBF database, e.g.
Insemination records or mart weights.

The Herdplus program has pulled all of this information
together and has produced easy to follow reports from which
farmers can easily gauge how their animals have performed
and also allow them to compare their herd’s stats to national
average figures. Joining Herdplus gives you access to these
reports & web screens. 

All of the reports give you extra detail on particular areas of
performance in your herd e.g. The ‘Calving’ report has already
calculated various important stats on your herd such as
‘Calving’ Interval & ‘Mortality’.

Each report also has an ‘Action List’ which ranks animals
based on their performance e.g. Cows with highest Calving
Interval are at the top of the list.

Beef
HerdPlus

Beef Herdplus is a Beef Cattle Breeding Information Service
which contains facts & figures about animals in your herd,
covering all aspects of performance from calving to slaughter.
Beef Herdplus® was launched in 2007. Currently (April 2012)
there are over 8000 farmers signed up to Beef Herdplus®
with a further 6000 farmers using Dairy Herdplus®.

Herdplus® is a service that is made possible, and
inexpensive, by the way ICBF has combined computer
technology with arrangements for data sharing with all of our
stakeholders and the wider industry.

The database is extremely well connected with Ireland’s Cattle
Breeding Industry, as the diagram below shows. Beef
Herdplus benefits greatly from this as it is at the centre of a
very powerful database with very deep banks of animal
breeding data behind it.
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All farmers that join Herdplus automatically get a Username
& a Password generated for them and sent to them by text
message. This allows farmers to access their Herdplus
information through the computer. However, not having
access to a computer is not a barrier to using Herdplus. All
of the following reports are also posted out to all Herdplus
Members:

• Calving Report
• €uro-Star Report
• Slaughter Report
• Suckler Cow Report
• Bull Tracker Report
• 5 Year Trend Report
• Stock Report
• Beef Herdplus Journal
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How to Use Herdplus

Step 1: Logging In
In order to Log in to your Herdplus Account you must first enter www.icbf.com in your internet browser bar. You then need to
enter your Username & Password as shown below, and then click on ‘Log In’.

If you don’t know your Password you can get it texted to your phone by texting the word ‘Pass’ to 089-4577663. 

Enter your Username  
This is your herd designator – 
first seven digits of animal tag in-
cluding the IE e.g. ‘IE1234567’.

Enter your Password

Click ‘Log in’   3

2

1 



Profiles
Profile sections give you up-to-date information about your animals under various headings.

Reports
The Reports section compiles data recorded on your animals over a period of time and produces reports that will have
combined this data together and compared your herd’s performance to National Average figures.

Applications
The Applications section allows you to run certain programs that will generate outputs that you can then make use of. 

Step 2: Accessing your Herdplus Data
The Herdplus menu screen below is the next screen that you will see after you log in. 
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Herdplus Facebook
Tells you about the latest developments in Herdplus. 

Contact Support
Allows you to send a Query or Comment to the Herdplus team.

Profiles, Reports & Applications Sections
Beef Herdplus is divided into 3 sections: Profiles, Reports & Applications (explained below).

4 5
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This section shows your contact details (Name, Address,
Landline, Mobile, Email address). It shows listings of your
commercial and pedigree animals (Basic & Pedigree Herd
Profiles).

It also allows you to: 
• View & Change your Password & Data Permissions.
• Generate a Sales Catalogue for animals in your herd.
• Download a Data file from your farm software package.
• Enter missing Sire AI Codes or Stockbull Tag numbers.

• Expected Calving Profile: Lists all of your cows with
their expected calving dates.

• Calving Report:   Allows you to enter your own Calving
start date and run a new report for your herd.

• Fertility Profile: Shows Mating, Pregnancy & Expected
Calving Date data for all females.

• Record Serves: Allows you record AI/Natural Service
records for your females.

• Pregnancy Check: Shows the pregnancy status of all
females in the herd.

• Due 1st Serve Profile: List of females calved more
than 30 days that have not been mated.

• Due Repeat Profile: List of females calved more than
30 days & eligible for a repeat Service.

• Breeding Chart: Chart to allow you record up to 5
serves for each female.

• Fertility Reports: Allows you enter a mating start date
and run a report for your herd.

• Previous Reports: Allows you view previous fertility
reports

• Slaughter Profile: Lists animals slaughtered that may
be sorted on any column heading or downloaded.

• Record Slaughter Data:  Missing Slaughter data can
be keyed into the database here also. 

• Slaughter Report:  Allows you to run a Post Slaughter
Performance Report for your herd.

Sign Up Details: Shows what Bulls have been requested
and when their straws were dispatched.
Bull Details: Shows the Breeding Values of the Bulls you
have been allocated.
Inseminations: Shows the G€N€ IR€LAND
inseminations that have been recorded against your cows. 
Calvings: Shows what G€N€ Ireland sired calves have
been born in your herd.

€uro-Star Profile: Lists animal €uro-Stars that may be
sorted on any column heading or downloaded.
Missing Sires:  Allows missing Sire AI Codes or Stockbull
Tag numbers to be entered.
€uro-Star Report & Suckler Cow Report are also
displayed in this section.

View Results: View BVD Results by batch.
Generate Declarations: Generate BVD Declaration for
animals on farm & those that have left the farm.

AHI ANIMAL HEALTH

€URO STAR

G€N€ IR€LAND

SLAUGHTER

FERTILITY

CALVING

HERD INFO
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5 Year Trend Report
The 5 Year Trend Report tracks your herd’s progress for important traits over the past 5 years. 

Beef HerdPlus Journal 2012

8

Reports   
All of the various Herdplus reports are gathered together here from the various sections;

REPORTS

Immediately obvious how your herd
compares to National Average figures.

Easy to identify if your herd is dis-
improving for important traits



Beef Calving Report
The Beef Calving report analyses your herd’s calving performance & compares it with National Figures. It also lists all of your
cows based on their Calving Interval figures – making it easy to pick out those cows with the highest calving intervals in
your herd.
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The report makes it clear what aspects of your herd’s calving performance needs attention.

Cows are ranked on ‘Calving Intervals’ so those with very high ‘Calving Intervals’ are easily identified.



Key Stats:
• 78 Suckler Cows (Mostly Limousin, Charolais & Simmental).
• Calving Period in 2011 lasted 10 weeks & 5 days (1st Feb  – 19th April).
• Average Calving Interval of 363 days.
• Note: Target for BETTER Farms is Calving Period of 12-13 weeks & Calving Interval of 365 days.
• No cows in herd during calving period that did not calve.
• 0% Mortality & 1.04 calves per cow per year achieved.
• 100% of replacements bred in the herd.

Pat Kinsella: The 78 Suckler cows calved over a 10 week period in 2011 from the start of February to the middle of April.
Cows are calved indoors and then let out to grass very quickly afterwards. All replacements are bred in the herd. The cows
are all AI’d for 3 weeks and then the Stockbulls are let in. 1 Simmental and 2 Charolais Stockbulls are in the herd. 

The cows are watched for signs of heat early in the morning and late in the evening.  Any cows found not in calf are
culled out of the herd. There is a good number of replacements to replace these cows with from within the herd. 

The majority of the Suckler Cows are by AI Sires such as: Aboukir, Hurtig, Epson, Hillcrest King, Dovea Disko, Luron,
Requin & Malibu. The heifers are also AI’d and a teaser bull is ran with them. The herd is vaccinated for BVD & Lepto.
All cattle are taken to slaughter.
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Herdplus Farmer Example: Pat Kinsella, Ballinaboola, Newbawn, Co.Wexford



Dovea Disko– DDI

Cow: 397

DDI Daughter.
1st Calving was at 24 months old.
10 years old – has had 9 calves. 

• 1 set of twins
Average Calving Interval of 361 days.
Progeny displayed excellent Carcass Grades.

Epson – EPN

Cow: 389

EPN Daughter.
1st Calving at 36 months old.
10 years old – has had 7 calves.
Average Calving Interval of 363 days.
Bred ‘E’ Grade/ 510 Kgs Bull at 18 months old.
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Beef €uro-Star Report
The €uro-Star report gives an overall summary of the genetic makeup of your herd as well as listing the €uro-Star values
for the following categories of animals:

• Pedigree Males & Females
• Commercial Females

€uro - Star Report Summary Page:
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Report identifies the Overall Strengths & 
Weaknesses of your herd.

Report allows your herd to be compared to other Irish Suckler herds.



€uro-Star Report Animal Page
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€uro-Star details ‘Within’ & ‘Across’ breed printed for all animals.

Reliability % figure shown for all evaluations. Very important that this is known when using the €uro-Stars as a selection tool.

Nationally: €uro-Star indexes deliver 
€250 more profit per animal.
Recent analysis by ICBF has indicated that 5 star animals
consistently leave €250 on average more profit at the time
of sale (as weanlings or steers for slaughter) than equivalent
1 star animal’s (see Figure 1 & 2). The results are based on
analysis of almost 500,000 mart records collected during
2011 and 100,000 slaughter records, collected since
August 2011.

Looking more closely at trends from mart data (figure 1)
indicates that the average price paid for 5 star male
weanlings (these were the progeny of suckler beef cows
and sold at 200-400 days of age) was €767 throughout
the year. This compares with €693 for 3 star weanlings and
€574 for 1 star weanlings, a difference of €193/animal
between the 5 star and 1 star groupings. Average age at
sale was approximately 260 days for each of the 3 groups
of animals. 

€uro-Stars in action

Figure 1 Figure 2



Similar trends are apparent from steers slaughtered through
factories linked to the ICBF database (Figure 2). Indeed the
average difference between 5 star and 1 star animals was
even larger in this case, with the average value of 5 star
steers being €1527, compared to €1414 for 3 star steers
and €1224 for 1 star steers, a difference of €303 between
the 5 star and 1 star groupings. Again, average age at sale
was similar across each of the 3 groupings (about 27
months of age).

So what can we learn from each of these analysis? The
bottom line is that, €uro-Stars are delivering in profit terms,
with higher indexed animals leaving, on average, €250
more profit at the time of sale than 1 star animals. For a
farmer owning 25 cows and selling 20 animals per year,
this equates to an additional annual income of some €5000
per year. 

Of course, there are examples of 5 star AI bulls and stock
bulls that haven’t delivered the €250 in terms of progeny
performance, but equally there are examples of bulls that
have delivered more than this figure. Generally the bulls that
don’t deliver the target €250 (in terms of progeny
performance) are bulls with low levels of data reliability.

You should try and avoid these bulls when buying a stock
bull or using AI, as they are more likely to lead to
disappointment in subsequent years. 

So the simple advice is to keep focused on €uro-Stars and
data reliability as combined, these pieces of information will
greatly enhance your ability to generate more profit from
your beef enterprise. 

Herdplus Farmer Example: Ger Dineen, Knockroe,
Kilnamartyra, Macroom, Co.Cork
Following is a simple example as to how the €uro-Star
ratings of a Bull for a particular trait express themselves at
farm level.

Ger calves around 45 suckler cows each year (Limouins and
Simmentals) and uses 100% AI on the herd. 

In June 2011 he slaughtered 14 Bulls. They were all bred
on the farm and were slaughtered at the same age (14 – 15
months). What is very interesting is that when you compare
the ICBF €uro-Star figures for the sires of these bulls, back
in April 2009, when  Ger would have selected them, with
their progeny’s  slaughter results – it stacks up very well.
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The group of 8 High Genetic Merit Bulls were sired by Bulls
that in April 2009 were rated as being at least 3 Star for
‘Beef Carcass’ on an ‘Across Breed’ basis with an average
€uro-Star value rating for ‘Beef Carcass’ of €146. At 14
months of age they killed out at an average of 404Kgs
/ U Grade and made an average of €1,538 each.

Whereas the 6 Bulls that were sired by Bulls that were 2
Stars or less for ‘Beef Carcass’ had an average  €uro-Star
value for ‘Beef Carcass’ of €88. They were also killed
at 14 months of age with an average carcass weight
and conformation of 372 Kgs & U Grade. They made
an average of €1416 each.

That represents a difference on average of €122 per
animal between the progeny of high and low genetic
merit sires for carcass merit. Multiplied across the
herd, if Ger was killing 20 Bulls per annum, that
represents a potential profit or loss of over
€2000/annum solely based on selecting Sires based
on their ICBF €uro-Star figures. 

In summary , the Sires that were predicted to sire
more profitable cattle for the factory than others –
did exactly that. 

2 of the highest value Bulls also pictured just before slaughter.

4 more of the Bulls photographed just before slaughter.

Note: The aim of this example is not to promote or criticise
any Sires. The aim is to demonstrate how the rankings of
Bulls based on their €uro-Star figures can be proven to
work on-farm. The evaluations used are from April 2009.
Up-to-date figures for all of the Sires mentioned above can
be found in the Bull Search at www.icbf.com. 
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8 of the Bulls photographed just before slaughter.

623 641 632 638

616 612



Weight Predictor Report
The Weight Predictor Report shows the weights recorded
for animals in your herd after they have been weight
recorded. It also predicts what weight each animal will be at
a target date in the future. ICBF are currently developing a
National Weight Recording Service which it is hoped will be
rolled out during the Summer of 2012. The weight prediction
report will form a central part of this.

The new weight recording service will entail the following:

1 Animals are weight recorded and weights are saved into
the ICBF database (via handheld or website).

2 Weight report is generated and weight predictions are
calculated for each animal.

3 Weight Report is made available to Farmer online within
30 minutes (while cattle are still in the yard).

4 Farmer has opportunity to identify animals that will not
make a target weight and can be regrouped for more
intensive feeding etc.
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_
Herd owner: _
Herd No: IE1234567 _
Print date: 29/07/2011 _
Weigh date: 29/07/2011 Page: 3(3)

29-Jul-11

Weight / Age 247 Kgs/ 5mts
A.D.G from Birth 1.16
A.D.G from Last Wt

Weight / Age 310 Kgs/ 5mts
A.D.G from Birth 1.54
A.D.G from Last Wt

Weight / Age 262 Kgs/ 5 mts
A.D.G from Birth 1.29
A.D.G from Last Wt

Weight Recording - 
Animal Report

John Farmer

292 Kgs 325 Kgs 355 Kgs

05/02/2011        
Male                277 Kgs 305 Kgs 335 Kgs

954  IE123456740954 
IE201057460766       
IEHMBF0004U

08/02/2011        
Male                340 Kgs 370 Kgs 400 Kgs

DOB                
Sex                Weighing Details

Weighing Dates

951  IE123456710951 
FL22       
IE201057480719

955  IE123456750955 
IE201057460766       
IE201057490711

11/02/2011        
Male                

Bulls
rotciderP thgieWsthgieW laminAsliateD laminA

Animal ID   I&R Tag       
Sire                           
Dam

29-Aug-11 29-Sep-11 29-Oct-11

Predicted Weights in the future given for all animalsAll available Animal details are shown

Weight and Daily Gain data is displayed for each animal

Weight recording taking place as part of the Irish Farmers Journal/Teagasc BETTER Farms program.



Post Slaughter Performance Report
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Visually easy to see how your cattle are
performing at slaughter for important criteria.

Analyse the breeding & subsequent Carcass conformation of each of your animals.



Suckler Cow Report
The Suckler Cow Report is a booklet which devotes a page
to each Suckler Cow in your herd. Each cow’s: Registration,
Ancestry & €uro-Star information is displayed. All progeny
out of that cow are also listed. It is designed to give Suckler
Farmers a reference book that they can go to before making
a culling or breeding decision.

Following are some example Suckler Cow Report pages for
cows in some Beef Herdplus member’s herds. Some
important pieces of information for each cow are
highlighted. 
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Limousin Cow sired by ‘ROX’ (NCBC Sire) in Leonard McEnery’s herd, Kilfalney, Farranfore, Co.Kerry
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Limousin Cow ‘397’ & her Stockbull sired bull calf from Kildalton College, Piltown, Co.Kilkenny
(See Report below)

•  Each cow’s Jumbo Number, Tag number, Name,
Date of Birth, Breed & Herdbook Details are shown.

•  Ancestry & €uro-Star details are  shown

•  List of Progeny together with a summary of their performance is displayed 
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Simmental Cow ‘334’ from Kildalton College, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny

Suckler Cow Report Page for Cow ‘334’

Sired by a Simmental AI Sire Strong Terminal & Maternal
€uro-Star evaluations

Very High Maternal Reliability % due to
multiple weight recordings of progeny

Calving regularly for 12 years Average Calving Interval of 
358 days

Excellent Growth Rates and 
Carcass Grades in her progeny
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Limousin Cow ‘296’ & her ‘CQA’ heifer calf from Ger Dineen’s herd, Macroom, Co.Cork

Suckler Cow Report Page for Limousin Cow ‘296’

Sired by Proven Maternal Limousin AI Sire Strong Maternal €uro-Star
evaluations

Very High Maternal Reliability % due to
multiple weight recordings of progeny

Calving regularly for 9 years  Average Calving
Interval of 
372 days

Always went in
calf to AI Sires

Excellent Growth Rates and outstanding Carcass 
Grades in her progeny
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Simmental Cow ‘470’ & her ‘CQA’ heifer calf from Ger Dineen’s herd, Macroom, Co. Cork

Suckler Cow Report Page for Simmental Cow ‘470’

Sired by a Simmental AI Sire. Strong Terminal & Maternal €uro-Star evaluations & high reliability 
% figure due to high level of weight recording in the herd.

Calving regularly for 5 years  Average Calving Interval 
of 373 days

Very high Growth Rates and outstanding
Carcass Grades in her progeny
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Angus Cow ‘102’ & her ‘KFY’  bull calf from John Daly’s herd, Ballineen, Co.Cork

Suckler Cow Report Page for Angus Cow ‘102’

Sired by an Angus AI Sire Dam is sired by a Proven
Maternal Limousin AI Sire

Strong Maternal €uro-Star
evaluations

Calving regularly for 5 years &
Calved earlier each year for last
3 years.

Average Calving
Interval of 
355 days

Produced export
quality progeny

High growth rates and excellent carcass grades in progeny
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Charolais Cow ‘104’ & her ‘CWI’ heifer calf from John Daly’s herd, Ballineen, Co. Cork

Suckler Cow Report Page for Charolais Cow ‘104’

Sire is from a Maternal Charolais Bloodline Sire of Dam is a Simmental AI Sire Strong Terminal & Maternal 
€uro-Star evaluations

Calving regularly for 5 years &
produced 1 set of twins.

Average Calving
Interval of 353 days

100% AI bred
progeny



Beef HerdPlus Journal 2012

25

Saler Cow ‘130’ & her ‘IS4’ weanling from John Daly’s herd, Ballineen, Co. Cork

Suckler Cow Report Page for Saler Cow ‘130’

Sired by a Maternally proven Saler AI Sire Sire of Dam is a Proven
Simmental AI Sire

Strong Maternal €uro-Star
evaluations

Calving regularly for 2 years with a 
Calving Interval of 360 days.

Went in calf to AI Sires and 
produced good quality stock



Bull Tracker Report
In 2012 Beef Herdplus released a new report for Irish
Pedigree Beef Breeders. It is called the ‘Bull Tracker’ and
as the name suggests it will track how a Pedigree Bull has
performed in the years after it was sold by its breeder in
terms of the quantity and quality of stock that it sired. This
new report will also be of interest to commercial suckler
farmers as the performance of Stockbull progeny will also be
shown on the report. 

Pedigree Beef Breeders who are signed up to Beef Herdplus
will get a ‘Bull Tracker’ report which will be made up of an
index and an individual Bull section. The index section (see
below) will list all of the Bulls that a Breeder has sold and
which have had calves registered to them in the ICBF
database over the previous 5 years.

The Bull section will dedicate a full page per bull giving
details as to the performance of each Bull’s progeny (calving
performance, average daily gains, slaughter grades etc) (see
below). 

Pedigree Breeders will then be able to learn more about
which of their pedigree cows have produced bulls that have
bred well for their purchasers. As with all Beef Herdplus
reports – the information provided is there to help the farmer
make a more informed breeding decision – ultimately
resulting in higher profits.
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Right: Albert de Cogan & his Aberdeen Angus Stockbull ‘Wedderlie Blackbox’ 
launching the ‘Bull Tracker’ report with Pat Donnellan ICBF.

(Photo courtesy of Irish Farmers Journal)
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Angus Stockbull ‘Liss Bett Man B414’ – owned by Julie & Michael Bird, Dunlever House, Trim, Co. Meath.

Bull Tracker page for ‘Liss Bett Man B414’

He sired more than 250 progeny. The majority of which
were purebred.

Lots of Weights & Carcass grades
recorded on his progeny

Very high reliability % due to his
large number of progeny

Calves born in a few herds. He sired an equal
number of Males & Females – mostly out of
Angus cows.

Increasing amounts of data going into his 
€uro-Star evaluation.
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Aubrac Stockbull ‘Raynaldy Ulysse’ – owned by Michael Mc’Cauliffe, Fahaduff, Castleisland, Co. Kerry.

Bull Tracker page for ‘Raynaldy Ulysse’

He sired more than 200 calves. Full French Pedigree

Excellent Carcass grades resulting in 5 Stars
for ‘Beef Carcass’
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Blonde d’Aquitaine Stockbull ‘Drimmien Sinbad’ – owned by Andrew Jacob, Clonmullen, Enniscorthy, Co.Wexford.

Bull Tracker page for ‘Drimmien Sinbad’

He had a birthweight of 40Kgs & has turned out to be
easy calving himself.

Sire & Maternal Grandsire are
proven Irish AI Sires

Extremely Easy Calving Stockbull. 14 Daughters of his have calved with an average
calving interval of 361 days.
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Belgian Blue AI Bull ‘Ballyfin Borat’ – owned by Dovea AI Centre, Dovea, Thurles, Co.Tipperary.

Bull Tracker page for ‘Ballyfin Borat’

Over 11,000 progeny – virtually all are 
Commercial cattle

He weighed 307Kgs
himself at 7 months old.

€uro-Star values are very reliable due to huge
numbers of progeny born in lots of herds.

Calves are easily born but end up with
excellent carcass conformation at slaughter 

Numbers of Calving and Weight records in his 
genetic evaluation have steadily increased
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Charolais AI Bull ‘Thrunton Nostradamus’ – owned by Eurogene AI, Cahir, Co.Tipperary.

Bull Tracker page for ‘Thrunton Nostradamus’

Very little Calving Difficulty reported in his
calves over a 13 year period.

Daughters had good calving intervals & their
calves had good growth rates
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Hereford StockBull ‘Ardmulchan Elvis’ – owned by John Fitzpatrick, Dareens, Clonmore, Templemore, Co.Tipperary.

Bull Tracker page for ‘Ardmulchan Elvis’

60% of his progeny are Pure-Bred with the remainder out of commercial cows.
He was also very growthy himself and weighed 433Kgs at 9 months old.

Data recorded on progeny so far show them to
be easily calved and have very good docility. 

Excellent growth rates seen in his progeny 
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Limousin AI Bull ‘FL21 – Arita Ben’ – owned by NCBC.

Bull Tracker page for ‘FL21’

The majority of his progeny were out of
commercial cows.

When slaughtered at just over 5 years old he
weighed 721Kgs and graded U+.

Was crossed on different breeds of cows His Daughters have excellent fertility with an average Calving Interval of 367
days. He gets a 5 Star €uro-Star Rating for Daughter Fertility.
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Romagnola StockBull ‘Castlehill Tiberius’ – owned by Seamus Costigan, Graigue, Rathdowney, Co.Laois.

Bull Tracker page for ‘Castlehill Tiberius’

He has sired over 100 progeny and after
8 years is still alive. 

Italian and Northern Irish Romagnola
backpedigree is shown.

Exceptionally easy calving Bull Numbers of Calving and Weight records in the 
genetic evaluation have steadily increased
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Simmental StockBull ‘Drumnagar Terror’ – owned by Joe Brady, Drumnagar, Tullyco, Cootehill, Co.Cavan.

Bull Tracker page for ‘Drumnagar Terror’

Very High €uro-Star ratings with increasing reliabilities
as more progeny have data recorded on them.

The bull himself had a high growth rate and
his progeny are also showing high growth
rates.

90% of the cows that he has been
mated to are Simmental
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Applications

The ‘Record Events’ section allows you to record different types of data on your animals;

• AI/Natural Service Data 
• Pregnancy Diagnosis Data 
• Health Event Data
• Culling Data
• Liveweight Data
• Missing Sires Data
• Missing Slaughter Data
• Suckler Cow Survey Data
• Jumbo Tags

• Stock Report: Calculates the average number of animals in the herd each month.
• Nitrates Report: Calculates the Kgs of Nitrogen & Phosphorus produced in the herd.

Stock Report

Nitrates Report

REPORTS

STOCK REPORTS

Accurate Stock Numbers & Nitrate Totals calculated by month for your herd.
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• Inbreeding Checker:  You can check for how closely related certain AI Sires or Stockbulls are to your herd.

• SCWS Data: Allows you record Suckler Scheme (SCWS) data and send it to DAF.
• SCWS Overview:  Gives you a colour coded overview of what data you need to record.

SUCKLER SCHEME

INBREEDING

Any Bull that is closely related
to any of your cows is clearly
identified.



• Catalogue Allows you to generate a Sales catalogue for animals in your herd.

Step 1 – Select the animals to go into the Sales Catalogue

Step 2 – Select the type of Catalogue required and add in any relevant comments about each animal.

Click on ‘Generate Catalogue’

Commercial Animal – Catalogue Layout

CATALOGUE
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Pedigree Animal - Catalogue Layout
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Sub-Index Headings
Weanling Export: Genetic merit of a Bull to produce profitable Weanlings.

Beef Carcass: Genetic merit of a Bull to produce profitable Carcasses. 

Daughter Fertility: Genetic merit of a Bull to produce daughters with good fertility.

Daughter Milk: Genetic merit of a Bull to produce daughters with good milk production.

Bull Details
Bull Registration,
Owner & Ancestry
details. 

Suckler Beef Value
(SBV)
Measure of the
Overall Beef Value of
an animal –
combines Sub-
Indices together.

BLUP
Linear scoring traits
compressed into
Overall Muscle,
Skeletal & Functional
figures.

Reliability %
This is an indication of how much confidence can be placed in the evaluations.

0 - 20% Very Low - €uro-Stars mostly based on Ancestry data.

20 - 50% Increasingly useful. Bull’s own performance affecting figures.

50% Best you will see in a young Bull with no progeny.

50 – 95% €uro-Stars increasingly based on progeny records. 
>95%  €uro-Stars completely based on progeny records.

€uro-Value & €uro-Stars 
The €uro-Value is the expected profit/loss expected from each calf
for different Beef Production Systems.

€uro-Stars give a quick visual guide to show where a Bull is ranked:

5 Stars = Top 20% 

4 Stars = Top 40% 

3 Stars = Breed Average

2 Stars = Bottom 40% 

1 Star = Bottom 20% 

Bar Graph
This shows how a Bull is
expected to breed for
various visual traits e.g.
Length of Back etc

Rank %
Shows in detail where a
bull ranks for each trait.
E.g. This Bull is placed in
the top 10% for Docility.



• ICBF Bull Search Allows you to see Genetic Evaluation information on any Beef (or Dairy) Bull.

1. Go to www.icbf.com

2. Enter Bull’s Tag, AI Code or Name in the ‘Bull Search’ which is   located in the bottom right hand corner of the
homepage and then click ‘Search’.

3. The most recent evaluations are then displayed     

4. Extra information is available under each button

The detailed information ‘buttons’
show the actual progeny data that
goes into making up the €uro-
Star Indices together with the
same data for the progeny’s
herdmates for comparison. The
breed profile of the dam’s the
progeny are out of is also shown.

ICBF BULL SEARCH
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• ICBF Active Bull Lists Displays the latest lists of available Beef & Dairy AI Sires.

1. Go to www.icbf.com

2. Click on ‘Active Bull Lists’ which is located in the bottom right hand corner of the homepage.

ICBF ACTIVE BULL LISTS
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Total list of All Available AI Sires are accessed by clicking
on ‘Current List’ 

Top ranking Active AI Sire Lists are available here Explanation documents are also provided.



ICBF Active Beef Bull List
April 2012

Beef HerdPlus 
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AI Progeny Gallery

Pictured above is a son of ‘Empire d’Ochain’ (EZN) from Dovea Genetics - ‘Rosemount Elvis’. He was Male Champion at
the Belgian Blue April 2012 sale, selling for top price of €7,100 and is the first Belgian Blue to be sold for export from an

Irish Belgian Blue sale.

Dovea Genetics Blonde d’Aquitaine bull ‘Kilmoney Bruce’ (KCE) sired this crossbred heifer which was bred in
Northern Ireland and sold to Scotland where she won first prize at the Scottish Winter Fair.
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Crossbred bull calf off the Dovea Simmental bull ‘Derrough Samual’ (DRU).  
He was bred by the McPadden family, Rhode, Co. Offaly.

Son of ‘Mogeely Joe’ (MLJ) ‘Bunlahy Hector’ who was Overall Male Champion & Highest Priced bull selling for €6,700 at
the April 2012 sale in Carrick on Shannon.  He is one of the first calves off ‘MLJ’ to be offered for sale & was bred by The

Reynolds Family, Bunlahy, Ballinalee, Co. Longford.



One of the first crossbred animals from the Dovea Genetics Charolais bull Cloverfield Excellent (CXY) 
at eight months of age.

Commercial bull calf sired by the Bova AI owned ‘Dahlia’ (DHL) - pictured at 7 months. He was bred by John Egerton,
Fermanagh, NI Monitor Farm Participant. He was slaughtered at under 12 months at 380kgs carcass grading U3.
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Crossdrum Felix – sired by Sylvain (SLV) from Bova AI was 1st in his class at National Irish Charolais Show 2011. He was
bred by Peter Farrelly, Crossdrum, Oldcastle, Co.Meath.

‘Riversdale General’ is a ’Bova Banker’ (VAK) son – He was 1st in his class and Reserve Junior Champion at National Irish
Charolais Show 2011.
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‘Flanuer du Stordeur’ (SFL) from Bova AI  sired this commercial heifer. She was 4th in a class of 29 at Carrick Winter Fair 2011.

Parthenaise AI Sire ‘Lisnagranchy Carlo’ (LRY) from Bova AI sired this heifer - bred by Liam Fitzgerald.
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Daughter of Celtic Sires AI Sire ‘Celtic Rock’. He was progeny tested through the G€N€ Ireland program. His first
daughters are milking well, with tight udders, and producing very good calves. 

2 Bulls sired by the Celtic Sires Ai Sire ‘Glebefarm Tyson’ ‘GFY’
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Daughter of Celtic Sires Simmental Sire ‘Curaheen Tyson’ ‘TSO’.

Progeny of 3 NCBC Belgian Blue AI Sires:Left to right: ‘Canadian Club’ (S970), ‘Ross Alo’ (AZL) & ‘Blak 5075 Baty Eprave’
(BYU).

Beef HerdPlus Journal 2012

57



Photo above is of an ‘ROX’ sired cow and a ‘Blak 5075 Baty Eprave’ (BYU) calf – both bulls owned by NCBC.

Pictured above is a calf sired by the NCBC owned Belgian Blue sired ‘Ross Alo’ (AZL).
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Pictured above is a heifer sired by the NCBC Charolais Bull ‘Icare’ (ICR).
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ICBF – Contacts
Section Tel Fax Email Web
ICBF 023 8820222 023 8820229 query@icbf.com www.icbf.com
Herdplus 1850-600-900 023-8820229 query@icbf.com www.icbf.com/services/herdplus/index.php
Tully 045-521573 045-530009 sconroy@icbf.com www.icbf.com/services/tully/index.php
G€N€ Ireland 045-521573 045-530009 nkilrane@icbf.com www.icbf.com/services/geneireland/index.php

AI Company – Contacts 
AI Company Tel Fax Email Web
ABS 022 - 46030 slavery@genusbreeding.co.uk www.genusbreeding.co.uk
Bova 061 - 351233 info@bova-ai.com www.bova-ai.com
Celtic Sires 086 - 8810719 info@celticsires.com www.celticsires.com
Dovea 0504 - 21755 info@dovea-genetics.ie www.dovea.ie
Eurogene 052 - 7442940 info@eurogeneaiservices.com www.eurogeneaiservices.com
NCBC - 
Progressive Genetics 1850 - 20-20-50 info@ncbc.ie www.ncbc.ie
NCBC - Munster AI 022 - 43228
Powerful Genetics 086 - 0743931 powerfulgenetics@eircom.net www.powerfulgenetics.com
Sligo AI 087 - 7477099 info@sligoai.com www.sligoai.com

Breed Society – Contacts 
Breed Tel Fax Email Web
Aberdeen Angus 071-9632099 078-32140 irishaberdeenangus@eircom.net www.irishaberdeenangus.com
Irish Angus 071-9620253 071-9620406 angus@iol.ie www.irishangus.ie
Aubrac 023-8833443 023-8834740 enquiries@ihfa.ie www.ihfa.ie
Belgian Blue 0504-43870 belgianblue@eircom.net www.ibbcs.com
Blonde d'Aquitaine 086-0743931 049-4367758 powerfulgenetics@eircom.ne twww.irishblondesociety.com
Charolais 01-4198050 01-4080640 charola@iol.ie www.charolais.ie
Danish Red 025-85036 025-85060 admin@irishlimousin.com
Hereford 044-9348855 044-9348949 irishhereford@gmail.com www.irishhereford.com
Holstein/Freisian 023-8833443 023-8834740 enquiries@ihfa.ie www.ihfa.ie
Jersey 01-8240278 ggraham@tattersalls.ie www.tasc.ie/jersey.html
Limousin 025-85036 025-85060 admin@irishlimousin.com www.irishlimousin.com
Montbeliarde 051-641106 angela.lacey@deerparkfarmservices.com www.montbeliarde.ie
MRI 064-42221 mrisociety@eircom.net www.mricattle.org
Norwegian Red 025-85036 025-85060 admin@irishlimousin.com
Parthenaise 057-9351811 057-9322025 turkeyds@hotmail.com www.parthenaise.ie
Piedmontese 051-643503 051-643503 piedcattle@eircom.net www.irishpiemontesesociety.com
Saler 0505-42245 0505-42245 irishsalers@eircom.net www.irishsalers.com
Shorthorn 0504-26806 shorthornsoc@eircom.net www.irishshorthorns.com
Simmental 057-9324577 057-9324596 simmental@eircom.net www.irishsimmental.com
Speckled Park 021-4667207 irishspecklepark@yahoo.ie www.irishspecklepark.com
Swedish Red 025-85036 025-85060 admin@irishlimousin.com
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Disclaimer: While the utmost care has been taken by ICBF to ensure all information is correct at time of print. 
ICBF are not responsible for any errors or omissions which may have occurred.



Beef HerdPlus Journal 2012

61

Notes...



Beef HerdPlus Journal 2012

62

Notes...



Beef HerdPlus Journal 2012

63

Notes...



Beef Cattle Breeding Information for your Herd

€60 per Year
(€20 for the first year if paying by Direct Debit)

Dial 1850 – 600 – 900

Beef HerdPlus 
Trust


