
Routine Beef Evaluations 
update
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Routine Beef Evaluation

1.5 million individual animals in total

Foreign EBVs additions: Weaning wt & maternal from UK for BB, 
SI and AA. 25,OOO foreign proofs now (+ their parental EBVs) 
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r = 0.986
273 sires
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r = 0.998
273 sires
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Fertility evaluation 

AFC = 0.98

CIV = 0.98

SU = 0.94



new Linear Type 
Evaluations update
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New linear type evaluation 

Correlations all over 0.99 for 13 traits evaluated



8

Breed Summary
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r = 0.938
67 sires
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r = 0.92
67 sires
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r = 0.957
62 sires
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r = 0.929
62 sires
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r = 0.879
38 sires
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r = 0.826
38 sires
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Reduction in scale



new docility Evaluations 
update



17

New docility evaluations

• Increase in records since October

• Farmer scored 68k to 158k

• Linear scored 80k to 88k

• Total records 149k to 250k
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Breed representation
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r = 0.93
250 sires
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r = 0.97
63 sires
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r = 0.88
47 sires
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Analysis of full sibs

• Animals with same sire and dam
– Can be twins

– Full brother/sister born in different 
years

– Linear score: 10,230 sets, corr = 0.392

– Farmer score: 8,727 sets, corr = 0.383

~ 40% chance of same score
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Publication of breeding 
information

• Re-vamp of pedigree sales 
catalogues

• Publication rules around scoring 

• Changes on the ICBF bull search



Revamp Sale Catalogue
Issues raised:

• Across breed stars not relevant
• Calving Traits, Calf Quality poorly 
understood
• Milk & Fertility need splitting
• Gestation 
• No value added from linear scoring    
visible
• Trait info at bottom not used
• Ancestry SBVs not visible
• Docility
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Revamp Sale Catalogue
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Revamp Sale Catalogue
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Revamp Sale Catalogue
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Publication Rules for catalogues

• Example: Category 6: Animal Not Scored by an 
ICBF Linear Scorer. A group of 5 animals in the 
150-300 day age range would have been 
possible



Explanatory information on 
indexes for the catalogue



Eurostar Indexes: Where does the information come from? 
Suckler Beef Value (This is a measure of Overall beef merit combining all sub indexes) 
Weanling Export Index: 

Individual On farm and mart weaning weights (150 – 300 days) 
Individual weanling price per kg from sales at marts
Linear scoring information recorded by ICBF trained scorers
Farmer scored calf quality recorded through suckler welfare scheme 

Beef Carcass Index: 
Carcass weight, carcass conformation and fat from Irish factories
Feed intake measured at Tully Performance Test station
Linear scoring information recorded by ICBF trained scorers 

Weaning weight and Live weight information 
Daughter Fertility Index: 

Daughter age at first calving from calf birth records
Daughter calving difficulty recorded at calving time through Animal Events (scale of 1 to 4)
Daughter calving interval from calf birth records 
Daughter survival to calve again from calf birth records

Daughter Milk Index: 
On farm and mart weaning weights (150 – 300 days)  where the sire of the dam and the sire 

of the calf is known
Other Key traits:

Calving difficulty: recorded at calving time through Animal Events (scale of 1 to 4)
Gestation: from cows with an insemination date and subsequent calving date
Docility: Combination of docility recorded through suckler welfare scheme and linear scoring. 

Where an animal has both scores recorded the docility from the linear scorer is the value used in the 
evaluation 

*****  = Top 20% of the Breed
****   = Between Top 40% and Top 20% of the Breed 
***    = Breed Average 
**     = Between Bottom 40% and Bottom 20% of the Breed 
*       = Bottom 20% of the Breed 

The breed percentiles are based on all pedigree male and female animals born in the 
previous 5 years. The % ranks in the catalogue vary from 1% (Bottom 1% of the breed) to 
100% (Top 1% of the breed) 



1. Width at withers
2. Width behind withers

4.Hind quarter

5. Thigh width

3. Loin development

6. Height at withers

7. Length of back

8.  Length of pelvis

9. Width at hips

13. Foreleg front view

Toes out     optimum       Toes in
11. Hind leg side view

Straight    optimum     Sickled

12. Hind leg rear view

Toes out     optimum       Toes in

10. Locomotion: 

Ability to walk 
correctly

Muscle = 1 + 2 + 3(x2) + 4 + 5
Skeletal = 6(x2) + 7 + 8 + 9
Functional  = 10 + 11 + 12 + 13



Breed Society Publication rules (from 1st January 2010)
1. Evaluations will be run once a month
2. For each monthly evaluation the cut-off date after which animals scored will not be 

included will be 15th day of the month.
3. New evaluations for linear and €uro-Stars will be available on the 1st week of the 

following month 
4. Animals must be scored & weighed in a group of 5 (may include commercials) and 

between 150-300 days for their information to be included in the €uro-Stars and linear 
type trait evaluations.

5. Animals submitted for scoring must be on the farm for a minimum of 2 months
6. Groups scored with very large variation in condition score may be refused entry to 

the evaluation  
7. Animals will have €uro-Stars and GROW linear graphs published with their own 

performance included in the figures if:
• Animal was scored in 150 -300 age and in a group of 5 or more. The other animals in 

the group must also be in the 150-300 day age range

8. Animals will have parental average €uro-Stars and GROW linear graphs if:
• Animal was scored but was either outside the age range or in a group less than 5 

9. Animals will have parental average €uro-Stars only published if:
• Animal was not scored but a group of 5 was not possible

8. Animals will have ancestry information only published if:

• Animal was not scored but a group of 5 was possible
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ICBF Bull search



34

Summary

• New beef evaluation results ready for 
release February 1st

• Some feedback concerning Milk index 
figures for some Simmentals (will 
investigate)

• New linear evaluation indexes ready to go

• New catalogue and bull search at final 
stages, will be ready end of this week


